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POURDNAA 


OF THE 


CONVENTION, &C. 
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Journax of the Convention of the western part of 
the Mississippi Territory, begun and held at the town 
of Washington, in the county of Adams, and Ter tory 

aforesaid, on.the seventh day of July, in the year of 
~ our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, 
and of the Independence of the United States of Amer- 
- ica the forty-second: being the time and place appoint- 
ed for the meeting of the Convention, for the purpose 
of forming a Constitution and State Government, by 
virtue of an act of Congress entitled “an act to enable 
the people of the western part of the Mississippi Terris 
tory, to form a Constitution and State Government, 
and for the admission of such State into the Union on 
an equal footing with the original States,” passed the 
first day of March, 1817, when the following members 
appeared and took their seats, viz: 

From Warren couxty—Henry D. Downs, Andrew 
Glass. 

From Claiborne county—Walter Leake, Thomas 
Barnes, Daniel Burnet, Joshua G. Clarke. 

From Jefferson county—Cowles Mead, Cato West, 
Hezekiah J, Balch, Joseph E. Davis. 
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From Adams county—David Holmes, Josiah Simps 
son, James U, Wilkins, John Taylor, Christopher Ran- 
kin, Edward Turner, Joseph Sessions, John Steel, 

From Franklin county—John Shaw, James Knox, 

From Wilkinson county—George Poindexter, Dan- 
iel Williams, Abram M. Scott, John Joor, Gerard O. 
Brandon, Joseph Johnson. 

From Amite county— Henry Hanna, Thomas Batch- 
elur, John Burton, Thomas Torrence, Angus Wilkin- 
son, William Lattimore. | 

From Pile county—David Dickson, William J. Min- 
ton, !ames Y. M«Nabb. 

From Lawrence county—Harmon Runnels, George 
W. King. 

From Marioncounty—John Ford,Dougal M‘Laugh- 
din. 

From Hancock county—Noel Jourdan, Amos Bur- ` 
oe 

From Wayne county—James Patton, Cliach Gray. 

From Greene cl a M‘Coy, J ohn 
MéCray. 

From Jackson county—John M’Leod, Thomas Bil- 
bo. l 

A Quorum being present, the Convention was rea- 
dy to proceed to business, l 

On motionof Mr. Burnet, of Claiborne, and secon- 
ded, Rezolved, That the Convention do now proceed 
by ballot tothe election of a President of the Conven- 
tion, and that two Tellers be appointed for the purpose 
of esvatng the ballois—Whereupon, Mr Taylor, and . 
Mr Burnet (of Claiborne) were appointed, and upon 
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counting the ballots, it appeared thatMr. David Holmes 
` was duly elected—Whereupon, he was conducted to 
the chair, and having made his acknowledgments, en- 
tered upon the duties thereof. 

On motion of Mr Poindexter, and seconded— Resol- 
ved, That the Convention do now proceed to the elec- 
tion ofa Secretary under the direction of the same Tel- 
lers, and upon counting the ballots, it appeared that 
Mr Lewis Winston was duly elected—Whereupon, he 
was notified of his appointment, and entered upon the 
duties of his office. 

On motion of Mr, Poindexter, and E E Ry 
solved, That the Convention do now proceed to the 
election of a Door-keeper, under the direction of the 
same Tellers, and upon counting the ballots it ap» 
peared that John Lowrey was duly elected, who entere 
ed upon the duties of his office. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded—Resol- 
ved, That the Door-keeper be directed to engage in the 
service of the Convention, two suitable persons to ass 
sist him in the discharge of the duties of-his office. 

On motion of Mr. Lattimore, and seconded— Resol- 
ved, That a committee of five members he appointed 
to prepare rules and regulations for the government of 
this Convention, during thesession thereof, and Messrs 
Lattimore, Burnet, (of Claiborne) Patton, Turner and 
Ford, were appointed, 

On motion of Mr, Poindexter, and seconded— Resol- 
wed, That the rules and orders for the government of 
the ilouse of Representatives of the Mississippi Terri- 
tory, be oa as the rules and orders for the govern- 
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ment of this Convention, so far as they are applicable, 
until they shall be altered by order of the Convention. . 

On motion of Mr. Lattimore, and seconded—Resol- 
ved, “That a committee of elections be appointed to 
consist of five members—whereupon, Messrs. Latti_ 
more, West, Shaw, Dixon and Runnels were appointed, 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded—Resol- ` 
ved, That acommittee of accounts be appointed, to cone 
sist of three members; and Messrs Poindexter, Downs 
and McCoy were appointed accordingly. 

On motion of Mr Runnels, and seconded—Ordered, — 
That this Convention do adjourn till 10 o’clock tos 
morrow morning. 


nee GE Cees 


TUESDAY, JULY 8, 1817. 

The Convention met pursuantto adjournment. Mr, 
Shaw moved that the words “and seconded,” as often 
as they occur in the journals, be stricken out— 

And the question thereon being taken, 

It was resolved in the negative. 

Mr. West offered the following resolution, viz: Re- 
solved, By this Convention, that it is not expedient at 
this time to form a constitution and state government 
for the people of the western part of the Mississippi Ter- 
ritory, as authorized by the act of Congress of the first 
of March, 1817, entitled “An act to enable the people 
of the western part of the Mississippi Territory to form 
a constitution and state government, and for the admis- 
sion ofsuch State into the Union on an equal footing 
with the original States.” 
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And a question of order arising thereon, the chair 
defermined the consideration of said resolution to be 
out of order. 

Mr. Turner moved the following resolution, viz: 
Resolved, That it is expedient at this time to form a 
constitution and state government for the people in the ` 
western part of this Territory, according to the provis- 
ions of the act of Congress, entitled, “An act to ena- 
ble the people of the western part of the Mississippi 
Territory te form a constitution and state government, 
and for the admission of such state into the Union on 
an equal footing with the original States,” passed 
March ist, 1817. 

On motion of Mr. Turner, and sanded Roba, 
That the Convention will now proceed to the consid- 
eration of said resolution, 

On motion of Mr Turner, and seconded— Resolved, 
That the said resolution be referred to a committee of 
the whole. 

Mr, Mead moved, and was seconded, that the consid- 
eration of saidresolution in committee of the whole be 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

And the question thereon being taken, 

It was resolved in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Turner, and seconded, Resolved, 
That the Convention do forthwith resolve itself into a 
committee of the whole on said resolution—whereup- 
on the Convention resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole on the resolution upon the expediency of 
forming a-constitution and state government; and af- 
ter some time spent therein, Mr,President resumed the 
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chair, and Mr Leake reported that the committee had 
according to order had the said resolution under con- 
sideration, had made some progress therein, and not 
having time to go through the same, he was ordered te 
ask for leave to sit again. 

On motion ef Mr. Clarke, and seconded, Resolved, 
Thatthe commitiee of the whole willsit again on said 
résolution to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Clarke, and seconded, Ordered, 
That the onvention do adjourn till 9 o’clock to-mer- 
row morning. 


WEDNESDAY, JOLY 9, 1817. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, &e, 

Mr. Lattimore, from the committee appointed to 
prepare rules and regulations for the government of 
the Convention, made a report, which was received. 

And on moticn of Mr. Lattimore, and seconded— 
Ordered, That the said report be referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole, and be made the order of the day 
for to-morrow. 

Mr. Poindexter offered the following resolution— 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Convention, un- 
der the direction of the President thereof, be, and he 
1s hereby authorised to contract for the printing, order- 
ed by the Convention to be done, during the session. 

And on motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded—~ 
Resolved, That the Convention will now consider said 
resolution. 
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And upon the question being taken thereon, 
It was determined in the afirmative. 
On the question being put, will the Convention a- 
gree w the said resolution? 
It was passed in the affirmative. 
On motion of Mr .Lattimure, and seconded—Order- 
ed, That the credentials of the members of the Con- 
vention be referred to the committee of elections. 


On motion of Mr Leake, and seconded—-The Con- 
vention resolved itself into a committee of the whole 
on the resolution offered by Mr. Turner, on Tuesday, 
& that it is expedient at this time to form a constitu- 
tion and state government,” &c.- Mr, Leake in the 
chair, and after some time spent therein, Mr, President 
resumed the chair, and Mr, Leake repsried, that the 
committee had according to order had the said resolu- 
tion under consideration, and had directed him to re- 
port thesame without amendment. 


Mr. Poindexter noved, and was seconded, that the 
further consideration of the report of the committee of 
the whole on the said resolution, be postponed till the 
fifteenth day of March next. Anda question of or- 
der arising upon said motion, Mr. President determin- 
ed that the said motion is in order; from which deci- 
sion an appeal to the Convention was made by Mr. Run- 
nels, and seconded by Mr. Lattimore. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by Mr. Poindex- 
ter and Mr. Lattimore, two of the members present, 


Those who voted in the affirmative are—Messrs. 
Barnes, Burnet, (of Claiborne.) Balch, Brandon, Batch- 
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elor, Burton, Burnet, (of Hancock) Bilbo, Clarke, 
Downs, Davis, Dickson, Ford, Glass, Gray, Hanna, 
door, Johnson, Jourdan, Knox, King, Leake, Mead, 
Minton, M‘Laughin, M‘Coy, M‘Rhea, M'Leod, 
M'Nubb, Patton, Poindexter, Simpson, Scott, Sessions, 
Taylor, Torrence, Turner, Williams, West, and Wil- 
kinson—40. 

Those who voted in the negative ee Lat- 
timore, Renkin, Runnels, Shaw, and Wilkins—5. 

The question was then taken on tLe motion to post- 
pone the further consideration of said resolution to the 
&ficenth day of Maréh next. 

And the question thereon being taken, 

It was determined in the negative. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two of the 
members present, 

Thoss who voted in the affirmative are—Messrs, 
Balch, Brandon, Batchelor, Burton, Davis, Dickson, 
Joor, Johnson, Mead, hi’Laughlin, Poindexter, Scott, 
Williams, West—14. 

Those who voted in the negative—are Mr. Holmes, 
President—Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, (of Claiborne) 
Burnet, (of Hancock) Bilbo, Clarke, Downs, Ford, 
Glass, Gray, Hanna, Jourdan, Knox, King, Leake, 
Lattimore, Minton, M’Coy, M’Rhea, M’Leod, M’Nabb, 
Patton, Rankin, Runnels, Simpson, Sessions, Steel, 
Shaw, Taylor, Turner, Torrence, Wilkins, and Wil- 
kinson—33. 

On motion of Mr. Turner, and seconded, Resolved, 
That the report of the committee of the whole on said 
resolution be concurred in by the Convention. 
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On motion of Mr. Turner, and seconded, Ordered: 
_ That the said resolution be engrossed for a third read- 
ing forthwith, `- ` 

Mr. Poindexter gave notice that he would on to- 
morrow move a resolution for the appointment ofa 
committee to prepare and report to the Convention a 
memorial to the Congress.of the United States, praying 
an extension of the boundaries of the state to Le form- 
ed in the western part of the Mississippi Territory, 


The engrossed Resolution declaring that it is expe- 
dient at this time to form a constitution and state go- 
vernment for the people in the western part of the Mis- 
sissippi Territory, according to the provisions of the 
act of Congress, entitled “ an act to enable the people 
ef the western part ofthe Mississippi Territory to form 
a constitution and state gavernment, and for the admis- 
sion of such state into the Union on an equal footing 
with the original states” passed March 1st, 1817, was 
on the motion of Mr. Turner, and seconded, read a third 
time, . 

And on the question, shall the said resolution pass? 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 


The yeas and nays being demanded by Mr. Mead 
and Mr. Johnson, of the members present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative are—Mr.Holmes, 
President—Messrs Barnes, Burnet, (of Claiborne) Bur- 
ner, (of Hancock) Bilbo, Clarke, Downs, Ford, ‘-lass, 
Gray, Hanne, Tourdan, Knox, King, Leake, Lattimore, 
Minton, M‘Laughn., M‘Coy, M'Leod, M‘Rhea, 
M‘Nabb, Patton, Poindexter, Rankin, Runnels, Simp 
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son, Sessions, Steel, Shaw, Taylor, Turner, Torrence, 
Watson, Wilkins and Wilkinson—36. 

Those who voted in the negative are—Mossrs, 
Balch, Brandon, Batchelor, Burton, Davis, Joor, J ohn} 
son, Mead, Scott, Williams and West—1 f. 

Mr, Rankin offered the following resolution: Resol- 
ved, That a committee of nine members be appointed 
_ to prepare and report to this Convention a Constitution 
or form of government for the state to be formed in the 
western part of the Mississippi Territory. Ordered, 
That said resolution lie on the table, 


Mr. Lattimore offered the following resolution: Res ` 


solved, That a committee consisting of one member 
from each county be appointed to prepare a plan of a 
Constitution for the consideration of the Convention; 
Ordered, That said resolution lie on thie table. 

On motion of Mr, Burnett (of Claiborne) and se- 


conded, Ordered, that the Convention do adjourn till 9 
o'clock to-morrow. 


wernt} > G 


THURSDAY, JULY 10, 1817, 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment,. 


Mr. Lattimure from the committee of privileges ang 


electious—reported, that the committee of elections, to 
whom were referred the credentials of the members rer 
turned to serve in this Convention, that they have had 
the same under consideration, and find the tsPuwing 
gentlemen to be duly elected and ret 8d, to wif: 
From Warren couaty--B. 2, Downs, Andrew Glass, 
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From Claiborne county—Daniel Burnet, Walter 
Leake, John G. Clarke, Thomas Barnes. 

From Amite county~-Henry Hanna, Thomas Batch- 
elor, John Burton, Thomas Torrence, Angus Wilkin- 
son, William Lattimore, 

From Lawrence county—~Harmon Runnels, George 

W, King. 

- From Hancock county—Noel Jourdan, Amos Bur- 
net. 

From Greene county—Laughlin M’Coy, John 
M Rhea. 

From Marion county—John Ford, Dougal M?- 
Laughlin. 

From Adams county—David Holmes, Josiah Simp- 

son, James C. Wilkins, John Taylor, Christopher 
Rankin, Edward Turner, Joseph Sessions, John 
Steele, ` ; 
From Wilkinson county~-George Poindexter, Dan- 
iel Williams, Abram M, Scott, John Joor, Gerard C, 
Brandon, Joseph, Johnson. 

From Franklin county—John Shaw, James Knox. > 


From Jackson county—J ohn M’Leod, Thomas 
Bilbo. 


From Wayne county—James Patton, Clinch Gray. 


From Pike county—David Dickson, William J. 
Minton, James, Y. M’Nabb, | 
_ From Jefferson county—Cowles Mead, Cato West, 
Hezekiah J, Balch, Joseph E. Davis. 


On motion of Mr. Lattimore, and seconded——Or- 
dered, a said report lie on the table. 
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Mr. Rankin offered the following resolutions: 

a Resolved, That a committee be appointed io pre- 
pare and report to this Convention, a plan for se much 
of the constitution to be adopted as relates'to the judi- 
ciary department of the government, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and report to this Convention, a plan for so much 
of the constitution to be adopted as relates to the legis- 
lative department of the government, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and report to this Convention, a plan for so much 
of the constitution to be-adopted as relates to the exec- 

- utive department of the sovernment. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and report to this Convention, a plan for so much 
of the constitution to be adopted as relates to subjects 
not properly under the head of the executive, legisla 
tive or Judicial departments, 

Resolved, That :a committee be appointed to pre- — 
pare and report to this Convention, a schedule to the 
.coustitution to be adopted by this convention. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare 
and report to this convention “an ordinance irrevoca~ 
ble,” as required èy the act of Congress authorising 
the western section of the Mississippi territory to form . 
a constitution and state government. 

On motion of Mr. Rankin, and seconded, Ordered, 
That said resolutions lie on the table, 

Mr. Shaw offered tae following resolutions,— Re- 
solved, That the following commitiees be appointed, 
to wit: 
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ist, A committee of ` members to prepare and 
report a preamble fo the Constitution about to be form- 
ed, and also a bill of rights, with an article concerning 
the distribution‘ of the powers of government, 

2nd. Acommittee of . members to prepare and 


report an‘article on the subject of the Legislative de- 
pariment, j 


3d. A committee of members to prepare and 
report an article concerning the Fxecutive department, 
4th. A committee of members to prepare and 


report an article concerning the Judicial department. 


5th, A committee of members to prepare and 
report an article coacerning Education, also an article 
concerning Impeachments, and the mode of revising 
the Constitution—and 


Gth. A committee of . members to prepare and 
report an article concerning such miscellaneous and 
general provisions as cannot come properly under any 
of the foregoing heads, 


On motion of Mr. Shaw, and seconded, Ces 
That said resolution lie on the table, 


On motion of Mr, Poindexter, and seconded, 


The Convention proceeded to consider the resolu- 
tion propased by him on yesterday, and ordered tolieon 
the table—and the same being read again in the words - 
following, to wit:—Resolved, That a comnuttee of 
nine members be appointed to prepare and report to 
this Convention, a Constitution or form of govern- 
ment for the state to be formed in the western part of 
the Mississippi Territory. 
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Mr. Poindexter modified said resolution by striking 
out the word nine. 

On motion of Mr. Mead, and seconded, Resolved, 
That the several resolutions heretofore submitted on 
the subject of appointing committees to prepare and 
reporta Constitution, be forthwith referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole, ' 


And the question thereon being taken, 
It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Whereupon, the Convention resolved itself intoa 
committee of the whole on the several resolutions of- 
fered on the subject of appointing committees to pre- 
pare and report a Constitution to the Convention— 
Mr. Steel in the chair—and after some time spent 
therein—Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Steel reported — 

That the committee had, doa to order, had 
said resolutions under consideration, and haye made 
an mendment to the resolution submitted by Mr. Poin- 
dexter, on yesterday, by filling up the blank with word - 
twenty, to which resolution and amendment they de= 
sire the concurrence of the Convention. 

And the question thereon being taken, — 

It passed in the affirmative, 

Mr. Lattimore offered the following amendment to 
the report of the committee of the whole, to wit:— 
«And that one member at least of said committee be 
from each county.” 


And the question being taken on said amendment, 
it was passed in the affirmative. 
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Mr, Rankin offered the following additional amend- 
ment, to wit: “of which a sub-committee of five mem- 
bers shall be appointed on the subject of the judiciary 
department; five members on the legislative depart- 
ment, five members on the executive department, and 
five memvers a committee on the subjects not properly 
comprised under fhe several departments of the govern- 
ment; which committees shall choose their ehairman, 
and meet for the purpose of making to the Convention 
a general report.” 

On the question being taken on the adoption of the 
amendment, it was passed in the negative, 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded—T hat 
the convention now adopt the resolution as amended, 
it passed in the affirmative. 

Whereupon—Messrs. Poindexter, Simpson, Leake, 
Shaw, Rankin, Wilkins, Downs, West, Lattimore, 
Hanna, Minton, Runnels, Ford, Mead, Jourdan, Bur- 
net, (of Claib.) Patton, M'Kay, Bilbo and Brandon, 
were appointed a committee pursuant to the said resos 
lution. l 

Mr. Mead offered the following resolation: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this convention be 
and he is hereby authorised to employ one or two age 
gistants or clerks to aid him in the duties of his office, 
whose duties shall commence from and after the foyr- 
teenth instant, - 

On motion of Mr, Mead, and seconded— 

Ordered, Thatsaid resolution lie on te table. 

Oa a ra Mr, Poindexter, and seconded== 


is 


Ordered, That this convention do adjourn till 8 
@clock to-morrow. 
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FRIDAY, JULY 11, 1817, . 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment, 


Mr, Lattimore called for the order of the day on the | 


feport of the committee appointed to prepare and ree 
port rules for the government of the convention. 


And on motion of Mr Lattimore, and seconded, the | 


convention resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on said report, Mr. Barnes in the chair; and af 
ter some time spent therein, Mr. President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. Barnes reported—that the commits 
tee had, according to order, had said report under con- 
sideration, and made an amendment therein, to which 
report and amendment they desired the concurrence 
of the convention— 

And the question being taken thereon, 

It was determined in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken on the concurrence 
of said report, as amended, and passed in the affirma+ 
tive. 

On motion of Mr. Lattimore, and seconded— 

Ordered, That said report be engrossed, and read @ 
third time to-day. 


The said report being engrossed, it was read a third — 


dime, in the following words, to wit: 


| 
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STANDING ORDERS & RESOLUTIONS 


` For conducting Business in the Convention. 


TOUCHING THE DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT, 


1st. The President shall take the chair every day at 
the hour to which the convention shall have adjourn- 
ed on the preceding day; shalt immediately call the 
members to order, and on the appearance of a quorum, 
-ghall cause the journals of the preceding day tobe . 
read. 

2d. He shall preserve decorum and order, may 
speak to points of order, in preference to other mem- 
bers, rising from his seat for that purpose, and shall dee 
cide questions of order, subject to an eppeal to the 
convention by any two members, On which appeal, no 
member shall speak more than once, unless by leave 
of the convention, He shall rise to put a question, but 
may state it sitting. 

3d. Questions shall be distinctly put in this form, 
to wit: “ As many as are of opinion that [as the ques- 
tion may be] say aye.” And after the affirmative voice 
is expressed “f As many as are of the contrary opinion 
say no,” If the President doubts, or a division be call- 
ed for, the convention shall divide; those of the afir- 
mative of the question shall first rise from their seats, 
and afterwards those in the negative. 

Aih. The President shall have a general direction of 
the convention, He shall have a right to name any 
member to perform the duties of the chair, but such 
substitution shall not extend beyond an adjournment, 
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5th. Any member may call for the statement of the 
question, which the President may give sitting, 


6th. The President, with five members, shal] have 
power to adjourn, twelve to call a house and send for 
absent members, and a majority of the whole number 
be a quornm to proceed to business. 


7th, When a member is about to speak, debate or 
deliver any matter to the’convention, he shall rise 
from his seat, and respectfully address himself to Mr, 
President. 

8th. if any member, in speaking or otherwise, trans+ ~ 
gress the rules, the President shall, or any member 
may, call to order, in which case the member go called 
to order, shall immediately sit down unless permitted 
to explain; and the convention shall, if applied to, de- 
cide on the case, hut without debate. If the decision 
be in favor of the member called to order, he shall be 
-at liberty to proceed; if otherwise, and the case require 
it, he shall be liable to the censure of the convention, 

9:h, When two or more happen to rise at the same 
time, the President shall name the person who is first 
fo speak, 

10:h, No member shall speak more than twice te. 
the sme question, without leave of the convention. 

Lith, Whilst the President is putting a question, or 
addressing the convention, nove shall walk across the 
room; nor when a member is speaking, enter on pri- 
vate discourse; or pass het ween him and the chair, 

12th, No member shall vote o9 any question whe 
was no’ present when the question was put, without 
‘Leave of the convention. 
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43th, Upon calls of the convention for taking the 
yeas and nays on any question, the names of the mem- . 
bers shall be called alphabetically, and each: member 
shall answer from his seat, ~ > - 

14th. Aay two members shall have a right to call. 
for the yeas and nays of any question. 

15th. When a motion is made and seconded, it shall 
be stated -by the President, or being i in writing, shall 
be read aloud by the secreta:y, and every motion shall 
be reduced to writing, if the president or any member 
request it. 

16th, Any member may call for a division of the 
question, where the sense will acmit of it. 

17th, Each member shall particularly forbear per- 
sonal reflections, nor shall any member name another 
in argument or debate, 

18th, After a motion is stated by the President, or 
tead by the seeretary, it shall be deemed in possession 
of the convention, but may he withdrawn at any time 
"before the decision or amendment, j 

19th, Whena question is under debate, no motion 
shall be received, hut to adjourn, to postpone to a day 
certain,’to lie on the table, for the previous question, 
to postpone indefinitely, to commit or amend, which 
several motions shall have precedence in the -order 
they stand arranged. l 

20th, A motion to adjourn shall always be 1n order, 
and shall be decided without debate. 

2ist, The previous question shall be in this form: 
shall the main question be now put?” It shall only 
be admitted when demanded by one third of the mem- 
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bers present; and until it is decided, shall preclude all 
cmendments and further debate of the main question 
0 a previous question there shall be no debate. 

22d. In taking the sense of the eonvention, a mas 
jority of{he votes of the members present shall govern. 

23d. No resolution, section or article 1n the-consti- 
tution shall be finally concluded and agreed upon un- 
til the same shall have been read on the several days, 

unless a majority of two thirds may think it necessary 

to dispense with this rule, which vote shall be decided 
withont debate. ' 

24th, The convention shall m itself into a 
committee of the whole, when deemed necessary, and 
when in committee of the whole, shall be governed by 
the foregoing rules, except that in committee of the 
whole any member may speak as oñen as he may think 
proper, 

25th. The President may appoint committees lia- 
ble to addition or amendment, on the motion of any 
raemer, unless otherwise directed by the convention.’ 

26th. On all questions when the yeas and nays are 
demanded, the president shall vote, 

27ih. No member shall absent himself from the ser- 
vice of the convention, unless he have leave, be sick, 
or unable to attend. 

28th. Upon a eall of the convention, the names of the 
members shall be called over by the secretary, and the 
absentees without leave noted, one hour after which, 
the names of the absentees shail again be called over, 
and from those no excuse, or an insufficient excuse is | 
made, may by order of these present, if twelve in num 
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þer, be taken into enstody as they appear, or. may be 
sent for, and taken into custody where to be found. 

29th, When'a member shall be discharged from 
custody, and admitted to his seat, the convention shall 
determine whether such discharge shall be with or 
without paying fees; and-in like manner whether a de- 
linquent member taken into custody by a special mes- 
senger, shall or shall not be liable to defray the ex- 
pense of such special messenger. l 


COMMITTEES—THEIR DUTY. 

30th. It shall be the duty of the committee of elec- 
tions to examine and report upon the certificates of 
election and other credentials ofthe members returned 
to serve in this convention, and to take into thei: con- 
sideration all such petitions and other matters touch- 
ing elections and returns, asshall or may be presented, 
or come in question, and be referred to them by the 
convention, . -~ 

31st. No committee shall sit during the sitting of 
the convention without special leave, 

32d, Thesecretary of the convention shall take an 
oath, to be administered by the president, tor the true 
and faithful discharge of the duties of his office to the 
best of his knowledge and abilities—it shall be his du- 
ty to keep and preserve all records and papers intro- 
duced and submitted to the consideration of the con- 
vention, to. furnish.such papers as may be committed 
with the names of the members that compose such 
committee to the chairman thereof, and in all things to 
perform his duty as Secretary in this convention, un- 
der the direction of the President, 
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33d, All questions relating to the priority of busi- 
ness to be acted on shall be decided without debate. 
‘On motion of Mr Poindexter, and seconded— 
Ordered, That-one hundyed copies of said rules and 
orders be printed for the use of the convention. 
On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded— 
Resolved, That the committee appointed to pre» 


pare and report a Constitution and State Government’ 


to the convention, be and they are hereby authorised to 
employ a clerk to said committee, who shall beallow- 
ed such compensation as shall be deemed reasonable 
Ly the convention. 

The question thereon being taken, it fees in the 
affirmative. 

On motion of Mr Poindexter, and condei 
|, Resolved, ‘That a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare and report to the convention, a memorial to the 
Congress of the United States, praying an extension 
of the boundaries of the state to be formed in the 
wesfein part of the Mississippi Tertitory—And. the 
question thereon heing taken, it passed in the aurae- 
tive. Whereupon, 

Mr. Poindexter, Davis, Turner, Barnes, Dickson, 
Gray and Torrence were appointed accordingly. 

On ‘notion of Mr. Shaw, and seconded— 

Resolved, That an additional member be added to 
the committee appointed yesterday for the purpose Of 
preparing and repoiting to this convention the plan of 
a constitution—And the question thereon being ta- 

en, it passed in the affirmative. 


ae Mx, ALNgbb was appointed PET 
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On motion of „and seconded—- 
` Ordered, That Louis Winston be now qualified to 
the faithful performance of his duty as Secretary of 
the convention, which was accordingly done. 

On motion of Mr. Turner, and seconded 

Resolved, ‘That when the convention adjourn, it 
shall adjourn until next, to give time to the 
committee appointed to prepare the plan of a consti- 
tution and to make’ their report. And the questio 
. thereon being taken, it passed in the affirmative, 

Mr. Turner then moved to fill upthe blank with the 
word “Tuesday.” And the question being taken 
thereon, 1t passed in the negative. 

Mr, Poindexter moved, and was seconded, that the 
blank be filled up with the word “ Thursday”—and 
the question being taken pee it ‘passed in the affir- 
mative, 

The yeas and nays being Aranda by Mr Turner 
and Mr. Wilkins, two-of the members present—those 
who voted in the affirmative are, 

Yeas—-Mr. President, Brandon, Barnes, Batchelor, 
Bilbo, Downs, Dicksen, Glass, Gray, Joor, Jourdan, 
Knox, King, Leake, Lattimore, Minton, M‘Langhlin, 
M‘Rea, M‘Leod, Poindexter, Rankin, Runnels, Simp- 
son, Sessions, Steel, Shaw, Scott,-—27. l 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Noes—Messrs, Burnet (of Claib.) Balch, Burton, 
Burnet (of Hancock,) Clark, Davis, Ford, Hanna, 
Johnson, Mead, M‘Kay, M‘Nabb, Patton, Tayler, 
Turner, Torrence, Wilkins, Williams, Wilkinson ang 
West—20, 

Ç 


26 


On motion of Mr, Poindexter, and seconded 

Resolved, That the standing hour to which the 
convention will adjourn, be eight o’clock A. M. and 
the question being taken, it passed in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, and seconded—— — 

Resolved, That when this convention adjourn, they 
adjourn to meet at Natchez. 

The question being taken, it passed in the nega- 
tive, 

On motion of Mr, Clark, and seconded—-- ~ 

Ordered, That this ‘convention do adjourn ain 
Shyeday the 17th inst, 


THURSDAY, JULY 17, 1817, 

The convention met pursuant tọ adjournment, 

Mr. Poindexter from the committee appointed on 
Thursday last, to prepare and report a constitution, 
&c, made a report, which was received, 

On motion of Mr, Poindexter, and seconded—Or- 
dered, That said report be referred to a committee 
of the whole, and be made the order of the day for 
Monday next. 

Mr. Poindexter moved, and was I A that fifty 
copies of said report be printed for the use of the con- 
yention—and on the question thereon being taken, 
it was determined in the negative. 

Mr. Lattimore moved, and was seconded, that one 
hundred copies of said resolution be printed for the 
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ase of the convention—and on the question being ta 
ken, it passed in the affirmative. l 

On motion of Mr, Taylor, and seconded, Resolvéd, 
That when this convention do adjourn, it will adjourn 
until Monday next—and the question bemg taken 
thereon, it passed in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr, Taylor, and séconded-——Ordered, 
That this convention do adjourn until Monday the 
21st instant, 
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MONDAY, JULY 21, 1817. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr, Poindexter called for the order ofthe day on the 
report of the committee appointed to prepare and report 
a plan of a constitution to the convention. 

On motion of Mr, Poindexter, and seconded—The 
gonvention resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the report of the committee appointed to pre- 
pare and report a plan of a constitution to this-conven- 
tion, Mr. Burnet, (of Claiborne,) in the chair, and af- 
ter some time spent therein, Mr, President resumed the 
chair, and Mr. Burnet ‘reported, that the committee had 
according to order had said report under consideration, 
and not having time to go through the same, had di- 
rected him to ask for leave to sit again—which was 
granted, &c, 

On motion of Mr. Mead, and seconded, Ordered, 
That when this convention adjourn, it will adjourn an- 
til three o’clock this evening, 
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On motion of Mr. Mead, and seconded, Ordered, 
That this convention do now adjourn. until three 
e’clock this evening. 


P 


THREE O'CLOCK, P. M, 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment, 

T'he convention again resolved itself into a commit: 
fee of the whole on the report of committee appointed 
to prepare and report a plan of a constitution, Mr. Bur- 
net, (of Claiborne,) in the chair, and after some time 
speut therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and | 
Mr. Burnet reported that the committee had, according 
to order, had said report under consideration, and 
made some progress therein, hut not having time to go 
through the sdme, had directed him to ask for leave tọ- 
sit again—-which was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Turner, and seconded, Ordered, 
That the committee of accounts cause to be provided, 
as soon as practicable, a sufficient additional number 
of chairs and tables for the use of the members. 

On motion of Mr. Turner, and seconded, Ordered, 
That the conyention do now adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, 8 o’clock. 


i &. 


- YUESDAY, JULY 22, 1817. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded—The 
conventien resolved itself .mto a committee of the 
whole on the report of the comuuttee appointed to pre- 
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pare ¢ and report:a plan of a constitution, Mr. Burnet, 
(of Claibortie,) in the chair, and after some time spent 
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr, Bur- 
net reported, that the committee had, according to or- 
der, had said report under consideration, had made 
some progress therein, but not having sufficient time 
to go through the same, had directed him to ask for 
leave to sit again—which was granted, 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded——The 
convention again resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole on the report of the committee appointed to 
prepare and report a plan of a constitution, Mr, Barnes 
in the chair, and after some time spent therein, Mr. 
President resumed the chair, and Mr. Barnes reported 
that the committee had, according to order, had said 
report under consideration, had made seme progress 
therein, but not having time to go through the same, 
had directed him:to ask for leave to sit again—which 
was granted. 

Qn motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded— 

Ordered, That the convention sjara until four 
o'clock, P. M. 


FOUR OCLOCK, P, M. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded—The 
convention resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the report of the committee appointed to pre- 
pare and report a plan of a constitution, Mr. Hanna in 
the chair, and after some time spent therein, Mr. Pree 
sident tnaa the chair, and Mr, Hanna reported 
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that the committee had, agreeably to order, had said 
tepori under consideration, had made some progress 
therein, but not having time to go through the same, 
had directed him to ask for leave to sit again—which 
was granted. 
On motion of Mz. Tumer, and seconded— 


Ordered, That the convention do now adjourn till 
to-morrow morning, i 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 1817. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded—The 
convention resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the report of the committee appointed to pre- 
pare and reporta plan ofa constitution, Mr. Hanna in 
the chair, and after some time spent therein, Mr. Pre- 
sident resumed the chair, and Mr. Hanna reported that 
the committee had, according to order, had said report 
under consideration, had made some progress therein, 
and had direcced him to ask for leave to sit again— 
which was granted. 

Mr. Minton offered the following proposition, as a 
section in the constitution, which was read, to wit: 

The House of Representatives shall be composed of 
members from all the counties which now are or here- 
afier may be included within this State, according to 
their numbers of free white persons. The General As- 
qembly shall, at their first meeting, and in the year 
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eighteen hundred and twenty, and in not less that: 
three, nor more than every five years thereafter, cause 
an enumeration to be made of all the free white per- 
sons of this state; and the whole number of represen- 
tatives shall, at the several periods of making such enu- 
meration, be fixed by the General Assembly, and ap- 
portioned among the several counties, cities or towns, 
according to the number of free white persons in each. 

Each county containing three thousand petsops, agree- 
ably to the foregoing plan of enumeration, shali Le en- 
title:l to two‘ representatives, seven thousand to three 
representatives, and twelve thousand to four represen- 
tatives; but each county shall have at least on and 
not more than four representatives. 

Ordered to lie on the table. ` 
On motion of Mr Lattimore, and seconded— 


Ordered, That sixty copies of said proposition be 
printed for the use of the convention. . z 


Mr. Barnes then offered the olom pr oposition, 
to wit: 

Sec. 6th—The General Assombly shall in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty, and in every 
five years thereafter, cause an enumeration to be ta- 
ken, and the whole number of representatives shal! at 
the several periods of taking such enumeration, be fix- 
ed by the General Assembly, and apportioned among 
tLe several counties and towns according to the num- 
ber of'free white persons, including three-fifths of the 
people of color, ({ndians not taxed excepted.) The 
whale number of representatives shell uo? +e less than 
twenty-eight nor more than forty-two, until the popu» 
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tation shall amount to one hundréd thousand, and af- 
ter that the whole number of representatives shall ne- 
ver be less than forty-two, nor more than one hun-- 
dred : Provided, That each county shall have at least 
one representative, and not more than four representa+ 
fives—which was ordered to lie on the table, l 
On motion of Mr, Lattimore, and seconded— . 
Ordered, That sixty copies of said proposition be 
printed for the use of the convention. 
On motion of Mr, Clarke, and seconded— 
Ordered, That the convention do now adjourn. 


amen EP Oaa 


THURSDAY, JULY 24, 1817. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Lattimore offered the following resolution, to. 
wit: 

Every person who shall, after the first day of Sep- 
tember, 1817, be concerned in fohting a duel, or in 
offering, bearing or accepting a challenge to fight a 
duel, shall be disqualified, forever thereafter, from 
holding any office or place of profit, honor, or frust, in 
this state, whether the duel be fought, or the challenge 
be offered, borne or accepied, in-this state, or else- 
where, or whether the person or persons, so concern- 
ed, shall, at the time of ‘ighting the duel, or of offer- 
ing, bearing or accepting the challenge, reside in this 
state or elsewhere. “em'se:s o* .he -teneral Assembly, 
and all officers, executive and judicial, before they en- ` 
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ter on the execution of their- respective offices, shalt 


, take and subseribe the following oath or affirmation: 


s I solemnly swear, (or affirr,) that-I will support the 
constitution of the United States, aud the constitution 
of the State of Mississippi, so long as I continue a ci- 
tizen thereof—that I will faithfully discharge, to the 
best of my abilities, the duty of. according to 


law; and that since the first day of September, 1817, | 


I have riot been, and that during my continuance in 

office, I will not be, concerned in fighting any duel, or 
in offering, bearing or accepting a challenge to fight a 
duel, either-in this state or elsewhere, ” 

Which was read and ordered to lie on the table, &. 

Qn motion of Mr. ‘Lattimore, and secanded—- 

The convention resolved itself into a committee of ~ 
the whole on the report of the committee appointed to 
prepare and report a plan of a constitution to the con- 
vention—-Mr. Balch in the chair; and after some time 
spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and 
Mr. Balch reported, that the committee had, accord- 
ing to order, had said report under consideration, had 
made some progress therein, but not having time to go 
through the same, had directed him to ask for leave to 
sit again, which was granted. 

-Mr. Poindexter offered the following proposition, as 
asubstitute for the sixth section in article third, con- 
tained in the report of the committee appointed to pre- 
pare and report a plan ofa constitution for the conven- 
tion, to wit: ‘The “eneral Assembly shall, at their first 
meeting, and in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty, cause an enumeration to be made of all 
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tne free white persons im this state, including three- 
fiiiusef the people ofeslor and slaves: and the whole 
pape of representatives stali be apportioned among 
several counties cecording to the number of free 
aa petsozs, inelucing ee ofthe people of 
enlot and slaves in cach; and witan every three nor 

mote than every five years, afer te year eighteen bun- | 
dred and twenty, the Genser] Assembly shall cause 
an enumeration to bo taken of ail free white persens 
vith this siete, and thereafter the whole number of 
Sensor end Repesentatives shall atthe several peri- 
els of meking such enumeration be xed by the Gene- 
ably, and opporlicred emong the several 
coun sh, Eecehling ie the nutcier cf F free white per- 


cal _ By = P aoe ey, 
She alpine Gus drieseniatve forere 


numer of ined WOLA DeTsons, an one senator for 
ETEIF number Of free white persons: Pro- 
ieh Taci each eounty sidl pee ke entitled to 


at least che representative and one senator, until the 
ist enumeration after the year eighieen hundred and 
twenty; and no county shall be entitled to mere than 
four representatives: And provided alzo, That the * 
wie o reprezentatives stall not belets than 
iventr-clgit nor moe than forty-two, unti the number 
of ee a in thiesiatesacli amount to af- 
fer sich the whole numberof representatives shell ne- 
yer be less than forty-two nor more than one hundred. 
On moton of Mr. Poindexter ard seconded — 


Ordered, That said proposition Leon the table. 
Mr, Burnet (of Chitose) oftred the following pro- 
Pos on as a suvptitute for the sixth section of the third 
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aticle, in the report of the committee appointed to 
prepare and report a plan of a constitution to the çon- 
vention, to wit: The General Assembly shall, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and twenty, and ia 
every five years thereafter, cause an enumeration to be 
made of all the free wiste inhabitants in this state— 
And representation and taxation shall be as nearly 
equal es may be, and shall be apportioned among the 
several counties and towns entitled to representation, 
which is apd may be included in this state, which shall 
bedetermined by the General Assembly at the several 
periods of taking the enameration, by adding to the 
whole number of free white persons in each county or 
town theamougt of state tax passed in cach year pre- 
ceding such apportionment; the whole number of rep- 
resentatives shall not be less than twenty-eight, nor 
more than forty-iwo, until the free white population 
shall amount to one bundred thousand, and after that 
period the whole number of representatives shall never 
be less than forty-two nor more than one hundred: 
Provided, That each county shall have at least one 
and not more than four representatives. 

Qn motion of Mr. _ Burnet {of ee) and se 
conded— 

Ordered, That said proposition lie on the iable. 

Mr. West offered the following proposition as asub- 
stitute for the 6th section in the third article in the re- 
port of the committee appointed to prepare and report 
a plan of 2 constitution to the convention, to wit:— 

Sec. —. Within years after the first meeting 
of the General Assembly, and within every subsequent 
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term of — years, an enumeration ‘of the free white. 
inhabitants shall be made in such manner as shall be 
decided by law. The number of representatives shall, 
at the several periods of making such enumeration, be 
fixed by the Legislature, and apportioned among the 
seyeral counties and election districts, according to 
the number of such free white persons in each, and 
shall never be less than nor more than 
Provided, That each county shall have at least one -~ 
repieseniative: butno county, hereafter erected, shall 
be entitled to a separate representation, until a snffi- 
cient number of free white persons shall be contained 
therein te entitle it to one representative, agreeably te 
the ratio which shall be established, + 


oa 


On motion of Mr, West, and seconded-— 

Ordered, That said proposition lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Mead, and seconded— 

Resolved, That a select committee of seven be ap- 
pointed to take into consideration the several amend- 
ments and propositions to the sixth section of the third 
article in the plan of the constitution, and that they 
likewise report on the subject of the Senatorial repre- 
seniation—and the question thereon being taken, it 
passed in the affirmative. 

Whereupon, the following gentlemen were appoint- 
ed accordingly, to wit: Messrs. Lattimore, Poindex- 
ter, Minton, Burnet, West, Patton and Johnson, 

On motion of Mead, and seconded— 


‘ Ordered, That when this convention adjourn they 
adjourn until four o’clock P.M. ` . 


3% 
FOUR O'CLOCK P, M, 


The Convention met according to adjournment, 

Mr. Lattimore, from the committee appointed to 
take into consideration the several amendments and 
propositions to the sixth section of the third article in 
the plan of the constitution, made the following report: 

The committee to whom were referred the several 
propositions to amend the sixth section of the third ar- 
ticle of the plan of the constitution, and the subject of 
the senatorial representation, have considered the 
same, but cannot agree to recommend the adoption of 
either of them, or of any other proposition on the sub- 
ject to which they relate. 

On motion of Mr. Lattimore, and seconded— 

Ordered, That the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subjects referred to 
them; and the committee were accordingly discharg- 
ed, &c. . 

On motion of Mr Lattimore, and setonded, the con- 
vention resolved itself into a committee of the whole 
on the report of the committee appointed to prepare 
and report a plan of the constitution—Mr. Balch in 
thechair; and after some time spent therein, Mr. Pre- 
sident resumed the chair, and Mr. Balch reported, that 
the committee had, according to order, had said report 
under consideration, but not having time to go through 
the same, had directed him to ask leave to sit again, 
which was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, and séeconded— 

Ordered, That the convention do now adjourn un- 
til oe morning. 


BB 


FRIDAY, JULY 25, 1817. 

The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

‘On inotion of Mr. Poindexter, and ‘seconded — 

‘Resolved, ‘That the Secretary be directed to far- 
-pish the printer, employed in ‘the service of the cón- 

vention, with a copy of the Journals for publication— 
‘the question being taken thereon, it was passed in the 
affirmative. 

Mr Dickson moved, and was seconded—That the 
“convention do now proceed to: re-consider the resolu- 
‘tion introduced by Mr. Turner, on the ‘second day of 
-the convention, resolving it expedient at this time to 

form a constitution and state government -for the pea- 
ple in the western part of the Mississippi Territory— 

And the question being taken on the consideration 
cof said motion, it passed in the affirmative. 

The quéstion then being called: for on said: motion, 
and the yeas and nays being demanded by Mr. John 
-son and Mr. Mead, two of the members présent, 

`On motion of Mr, Lattimore, and seconded— 

Ordered, That the convention do now adjourn uñ- 

“fil to-morroly, 


sey 96 time 


SATURDAY, JULY 26, 1817, 
“Fhe “onvention met parsuant to adjoumment, 
Mr, Lattimore offered the following -resdlitions; to 
wit: 
‘Resolved, That the. word ‘male, -and the ‘words 
‘ahove the age of twenty-one years,’ in the'Sd-ind- 4th 
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fines of the 6th section of third article of the plan, of 
the constitution, be stricken out. 

Resolved, That the 5th section of the schedule be 
so amended as to allow to the counties of Warren, Clai- 
borne, Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, Wiikinson and 
Amite four Senators, and to the counties of Pike, Law- 
rence, Marion, Hancock, Wayne, Green and Jackson 
four Senators, for three years from the first election of 
members to the General Assembly. 

The question being taken on the consideration of 
said resolution, and the yeas and nays being demand- 
ed by Mr. Turner and Mr. , two of the members 
present—- 


‘Fhose who voted in the affirmative are, 

Messrs. Barnes, Burnet [of Claitorne,] Burnet [of 
Hancock], Clarke, Downs, Glass, Hanna, Knox, King, 
Leike, Lattimore, M*Nabb, Poindexter, Rannels, 
Simpson, Sessions, Steel, Torrence, Turner, Wilkin- 
son, Mr. President—21. 

Those who voted in-the negative are, 

Messrs. Balch, Brandon, Batchelor, Burton, Bilha- 
Davis, Dickson, Ford, Gray, Joor, Johnson, Jourdan, 
Mead, Minton, M‘Laughlin, M‘Kay, M‘Rea, M‘Leod, 
Patton, Rankin, Scott, Taylor, Wilkins, Williams and 
West—25. 

The convention then proceeded to the decision of 
Mr, Dickson’s, motion, introduced on yesterday, for 
the re-considération of Mr. Turners resolation decla- 
ring it expedient at this time -o form a consiv.ailon 
and state government for the people in the western part 
of the Mississippi ‘Territory— 
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” And the question thereon being taken, thosé who 
voted in the affirmative are, 

Messrs. Balch, Brandon, Batclielor, Burton, Bilbo, 
Davis, Dickson, Ford, Gray, Joor, Johnson, Jourdan, 
Mead, Minton, M‘Laughlin, M‘Kay, M‘Rea, M'Leod, 
Patton, Poindexter, Scott, Williams and West—23. 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Mr. President, Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, [of Clatb.] 
Burnet [of Hancock] Clark, Downs, ulass, Hanna, 
Knox, King, Leake, Lattimore, M‘Nabb, Rankin, 
Runnels, Simpson, Sessions, Steel, Taylor, ‘Turner, 
Torrence, Wilkins and Wilkinsoa—23. 

On motion of Mr, Wilkins, and seconded— 

Ordered, That the convention do now adjourn un- 
til Monday next, &c. 


MONDAY, JULY 28, 1817. 

The convention met pursuant to adjournment, &c. 

Mr. Turner offered the following additional stand- 
ing Rules, to wit: 

38th—-When a question has been once made and 
carried in the affirmative or negative, it shall be in or- 
der for any member of the majority to move for the 
reconsideration thereof: Provided, Such motion bé 
made on the day succeeding the decision of such ques- 
tion. l 

39th—No standing rule shall be altered or rescind- 
ed on theday it may be adopted, without the concur- 
rence of two-hirds of the members of the convention, 
. hor afterwards without one day’s notice. 


! Zz 
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. Which were ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Lattimore, and seconded, the 
convention resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, on the report of the committee appointed to 
prepare and report a plan of the constitution, Mr. 
Brandon in the chair, and after some time spent there- 
in, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Brandon 
reported, that the committee had, according to order, 
had said report under consideration, had made some 
progress therein, but not having time to go through 
the same, had directed him to ask for leave to sit again, 
which was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Turner, and seconded— 

Ordered, 'That when this convention adjourn it will 
adjourn until 4 o’clock P. m. 

On motion of Mr. Turner, and seconded— 

Ordered, That the convention do now adjourn. 


FOUR O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, &c. 

On motion of Mr, Dickson, and seconded— 

Resolve, That for the high regard entertained of 
the meritorious services rendered by the Squadron of 
Cavalry engaged in the defence of New-Orleans, ihat 
the late commandant of the same be invited to a seat 
within the bai of this house—A.nd also, ihe oicers o 
the General ‘overnment within this Territory, not 
members of this house. 

The question being taken thereon, it passed in the 


affirmative. 
D2 
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‘he convention then resolved itself into a commit- 
tee of the whole on the report of the committee ap- 
pointed to prepare and report a plan of a constitution, 
Mr. Brandon in the chair, and after some time spent 
therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. 
Brandon reported, that the committee had, according 
to arder, had said report under consideration, had 
made Some progress therein, but not having time to 
go through the same, had directed him toask for leave 
to sit again, which was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded— 

Ordered, That the convention do now adjourn. 


TUESDAY, JULY 29, 1817. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment, &c. 

Mr. Turner called for the additional rules for the 
government of the convention, introduced by himself 
on yesterday, which being read, were adopted, with 
the following amendment, to wit: € And not after; at 
the end of the 30th section. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded, the 
convention resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the report of the committee appointed to pre- 
pare and report a plan of the constitution, Mr. Brandon 
in the chair, and after some time spent therein, Mr, 
President resumed the chair, and Mr. Brandon report- 
ed, that the committee had, according to order, had 
said report under consideration, had made some pra- 
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same, had directed him to ask for leave to sit again, 
which was granted. 
On motion of Mr. Lattimore, and seconded— 
Ordered, That the convention do now adjourn, &c. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 30, 1817. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment, &e. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded, the 
convention resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the report of the committee appointed to 
prepare and report a plan of the constitution, Mr. 
Brandon in the chair, and after some time spent there- 
in, Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Brandon 
reported, that the committee had, according to order, 
had said report under consideration, had made some 
progress therein, but not having time to go through the 
same, had directed him to ask for leave to sit again, 
which was granted. 

On motion of ——-———-, and seconded— 

Ordered, That when this convention adjourn, it 
will adjourn till 4 o’clock P. m. 


FOUR O°CLOCK P. M. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, and seconded, the con- 
vention resolved itself into a committee of the whole 
on the report of the committee appointed to prepare and 
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report a plan of the constitution, Mr. Brandon in the 
chair, and after some time spent therein, Mr. President 
resumed the chair and Mr. Brandon reported, that the 
committee had, according to order, had said report un- 
der consideration, had made some progress therein, 
but not having time to go through the same, had di- 
recied him to ask for leave to sit again, which was 
granted. 

On motion of Mr. Runnels, and eee 

Ordered, That the convention do now adjourn un- 
til to-morrow. 


co renner CD Cpe 


THURSDAY, JULY 31, 1817. - 


The convention met according to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded, the 
convention, according to the order of the day, again re- 
solved itself into a committee of the whole on the re- 
port of the committee appointed to prepare and report 
a plan ofa constitution, and after some time T 
therein Mr. President resumed the chair, and Mr. Wil 
kins reported, that the committee had, according to or- _ 
. der, the said report again under consideration, and had 
made further progress therein, but not having time to go 
through the same, had directed him to ask for leave to 
sit again, which was granted. 

Resolved, That the convention will again resolve 
itself into a committee of the whole house on the said 
report. 

On motion, the convention ad journed until half past 
ò v'elock P.M. - 
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HALF PAST THREE O°CLOCK P. ÅL 


THURSDAY, JULY 31, 1817. 


The convention met according to adjournment, 

On motion, the convention again resolved itself in- 
to a committee of the whole on the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to prepare and report a plan of a con- 
stitution, and after some time spent therein, Mr, Pre- 
sident resumed the chair, and Mr. Wilkins reported, 
that the committee had, according to order, the said 
report again under consideration, and had made fur- 
ther progress therein, and not having time to go thro’ 
the same, had directed him to ask for leave to sit again, 
which was granted. 

Resolved, That the convention will again resolve 
itself info a committee of the whole on the said report. 

On motion, the convention adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning 8 o’clock. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 1, 1817. 


The Convention met according to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr- Poindexter, and seconded, the 
convention, «ccording to the order of the day. avain 
resolved itseli ii:o a Committee of the whole on the re- 
port of the committee appointed to report a plan ofa . 
constitution and state government; and after some 
time spent therein, Mr. President resu:ned the chair, 
and Mr. Wilxins reporied, that the committee had, ac- 
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cording to order, had said report under consideration, 
but not having time to go through thesame, had direct- 
ea him toask for leave to sit again, which was granted. 
Ordered, That when this convention adjourn it will 
adjourn to 4 o’elock, p. m. 
Ordered, That the convention do now adjourn till 
4 o'clock, p.m. 


FOUR G’CLOCK, P. 3. 


‘The convention met pursuant io adjournment. 

When Mr. President announced 10 the conventicr 
the death of Dr. John Shaw, a member of this conven- 
tion from the county of Franklin. 

On motion of Mr. Turner and seconded, Resoired 
unanimously. Tact in testimony of the high respect 
whieh the members of this convention entertain for the 
memory of Dr. Jobn Shaw, late a member thereof, 
from the couniy of Franklin, deceased, they will attend 
his funezal on to-morrow, and will wear crape on the 
left arm during the remainder of the session. 

Resoireé, That when this convention adjourn, it 
will edioarn until Monday next—And the convention 
then adjourned till Monday next. 


ee 5S ee 


TEOKRDLA YT. AUGUST 4, 117. 
‘The convention mel pursuant to adiourament. 
Or motion of Mr. Renueis and seconded— 
Oradere?, That Mr. Ford haye leave of absence for 
ihe remainder pf the session. 
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‘On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded—The 
eonvention, according to the order of the day, again re- 
solved itself into a committee of the whole on the re- 
port of the committee appointed to report a plan of a 
constitution and state government; and after some 
time spent therein, Mr. President resumed the chair, 
and Mr Hanna reported, that the committee had, ac- 
cording to order, had the said report under considera- 
tion, had made sundry amendments thereto, which he 
handed in at the secretary’s table, 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded— 

Ordered, That the said report, as amended, lie on 
the table. 

On motion, the convention adjourned fl] 3 o’clock 
P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 


On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded— 
Resolved, That the convention -do now proceed to 
consider the amendments as reported from the com- 
-mittee of the whole to the plan of a constitution and 
state government. 

"Mr. Mead moved, and-wassetonded, to recommit to 
a select committee the Sth section: of the schedule in 
the plan ofa constitution as reported. 

And the question thereon being taken, 

“It was determined in the negative. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two of the 
members present, those who voted in the afirmative 
are, m 


48 


Mr. President, Messrs. Baich, Burton, Glass, Jobn- 
son, Knox, Mead, Sessions, Taylor, Turner, Torrence, 
Wilkins, Williams, Wesi— 14. 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Messrs. Barnes, Burnet fof Claiborne] Brandon, 
Batchelor, Burne: [of Hancock,! Bilbo, Dickson, ‘*ray, 
Hanna, Jourdan, King, Leake, Lattimore, Minion, 
M‘Laughlin, M‘Leod, M‘Nabb, Patton, Poindexter, 
Rankin, Runnels, Steel, Wilkinson—Z3. 

Mr. Burnet (of Claiborne) called up the resolution 
offered some time since by Mr. Mead, to authorise the 
secretary to employ an assistant secretary. 

And the question being taken thereon, it passed in 
the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Mead, and seconded— 

Resolved, That the duties of the assistant secretary 


commence from and after the 4th day of August in- 
elusive. 


PREAMBLE. 

The several amendments made m the committee of 
the whole to the preamble to the plan of the constitu- 
tion, being read at the Secretary’s table. 

And the question being taken, Will the convention 
eoneur in said amendments? 

it was resolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was made by Mr. Mead, and seconded, te 
strike out the word Mississippi in the 14th line in the 
preamble, and insert in lieu thereof the word Wash-. 
ington? 
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And the question being taken thereon, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present, those who voted in the affirmative are, 

Messrs. Balch, Burton, Bilbo, Dickson, Gray, John- 
son, King, Mead, M‘Kay, M‘Leod, M‘Nabb, Poindex- 
ter, Runnels, Wilkins, Williams, Wilkinson, West—17. 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Mr. President—Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, (of Clai- 
borne) Brandon, Batchelor, Burnet, (of Hancock) Da- 
vis, Glass, Hanna, Jourdan, Knox, Leake, Lattimore, 
Minton, M‘Laughlin, Patton, Rankin, Simpson, Ses- 
sions, Steel, Taylor, Turner, Torrence—23. 


DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 


The amendments to the Declaration of Rights made 
in committee of the whole, being read at the Secreta- 
ry’s table—and the question being taken, will the 
Convention concur in said amendments? 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

The amendments to the third section being read 
were concurred in. 

Mr. Leake moved, and was seconded, to disagree to 
the amendments made by the committee of the whole 
to the fifth section, as to the words ‘except in cases 
provided for in this constitution.’ 

And the question being taken, will the convention 
concur in said amendment? 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
te who voted in -the affirmative are 
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Mr. President—Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, (of Ciar- 
borne) Batchelor, Bilbo, Dickson, Glass, Johnson, 
Jourdan, King, M’Laughiin, M'Kay, M'Leod, M’Nabb, 
Patton, Pomdexter, Runnels, Sessions, Taylor, Wil- 
kins, Wilkinson—< 1. 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Messrs, Balch, Brandon, Burton, Burnet, (of Han- 
eock) Davis, Gray, Hanna, Knox, Leake, Lattimore, 
Mead, Minton, Rankin, Simpson, Steel, ‘Turner, Tor- 
rence, Williams, West—19. 

A new section, No. 4, introduced in committee of | 
the whole being read, was concurred in. 

The amendment to the Gth section was also concur- 
red in. 

Mr. Mead moved, and was seconded, that the con- 
vention do re-consider their vote on the 6th section. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was de- 
termined in the negative. 

The amendments to the 10th, 15th and 16th see- 
tions were read and concurred in. 

A new section, No. 28, introduced in committee of 
the whole being read, was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr, Lattimore and seconded— 

Resolved, That the words ‘or preference,’ in the 
second line of the 3d section, be stricken out. 

Mr. Clark moved, and was seconded, to strike out 
_. the words ‘the foregoing,’ in the 2d line in the con- 
= eluzon, and inser. in lieu thereof ‘this ariicle? 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
Solved in the affirmativ<. 
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Mr. Poindexter moved, and was seconded, to strike 
@ut the 7th section, and in lieu thereof, insert the fol- 
lowing, viz: 

“Sec, Tth—In prosecutions for the publication of 
papers investigating the official conduct of officers, or 
men in a public capacity, or wherethe matter publish- 
ed is proper for public information, the truth thereof 
may be given in evidence; and in all indictments for 
libels, the jury shall have a right to determine the 
law and the facts under the direction of the court, as 
in other cases.” 

On motion, the convention adjourned till’ 8 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1817. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Mead— 

Ordered, That Mr. Joor have leave of absence till- 
Monday next, f 

The Convention proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment proposed on yesterday by ir. Po:ndexter, to 
strike out the 7th section in the deci ‘ation of rights, 
and insert in lieu thereof the section produced by the 
mover, 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deier- 
mined in the negative. 


ELECTIVE FRANCHISE. 
Mr. Simpson moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the amendment made in the cominiitee of the whole 
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to the first section, by striking out the word ‘enrolled? 
and in lieu thereof, insert the words ‘liable to enrol- 
ment,’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. Burton moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
same amendment, by striking out the words ‘and shall 
be enrolled in the militia thereof except exempted by 
law from militia service.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

And the question being put, will the convention 
concur in the amendment to the first section ? 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

The yeas and nays being called fer by two members 
present—those who voted in the affirmative are 

Messrs. Brandon, Batchelor, Burton, Burnet, (of 
Hanceck) Bilbo, Dickson, Gray, Johnson, Jourdan, 
Knox, King, Lattimore, Minton, M’Laughiin, M’Kay, 
M’Rea, M’Leod, M’Nabb, Patton, Poindexter, Run- 
nels, Scott, Torrence, Williams, Wilkinson—25. 

‘Phose who voted in the negative are 

Mr. President—-Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, (of Clai- 
borne) Balch, Clark, Davis, Downs, Hanna, Leake, 
Mead, Rankin, Simpson, Steel, Taylor, Turner, Wil- 
kins, West—17. 

Mr. Lattimore moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the amendment made in the committee of the whole 
io the first section, by inserting after the word vote, 
these words, ‘for members of the assembly and for 


shenff’ 
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And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative, 

The amendment to the 2d section was read and 
concurred in, 

Mr. Poindexter moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the amendment made in committee of the whole to 
the 3d section, to strike out the words ‘shall be regu- 
lated by law,’ and insert the followmg: ‘shall be viva 
voce for and during the term of five years, and there- 
after in such manner as the Legislature shall by law 
prescribe.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
_ mined in the negative. 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present——those who voted in the affirmative are 

Messrs, Brandon, Batchelor, Bilbo, Clark, Davis, 
Johnson, Leake, Lattimore, Mead, M’Kay, M°’Nabb, 
Poindexter, Simpson, Steel, Scott, Forrence, Wilkin- 
son, West-—~18. 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, (of Clai- 
borne) Baleh, Burton, Downs, Dickson, Gray, Hanna, 
Jourdan, Knox, King, Minton, M’Laughlin, M’Rea, 
Patton, Rankin, Runnels, Taylor, Turner, Wilkins, 
Williams—23. 

Mr. Davis moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
said amendment, by adding the following proviso: 
‘Provided, That iniall elections by ballot the voter 
shall place his name on the hack of the ticket.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, i it was deter- 
mined in the negative. ~ 

E? 
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And the question being put, will the convention 
concur in the 3d section as reported by the committee 
of the whole, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Burnet moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the amendment to the Ist section, by adding after the 
word ‘service,’ the following words: ‘or having the 
aforesaid qualification of citizenship and residence, 
and shall have paid a State or county tax.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Burton moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
first section by striking out the word 21, and inserting 
the word 18. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


4th section—Mr. Lattimore moved, and was second- 
ed, to amend the amendment made in committee of 
the whole to the 4th section, by striking out the word 
29, and insert 24, 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. Taylor moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
said amendment by inserting the word 23 in place of 
the word 22. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative, 

And the question being put, will the conventior 
concur in the amendment to the 4th section? 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 
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5th section—Mr, Mead moved, and was seconded, 
to amend the first amendment to the 5th section by 
striking out the words ‘be entitled to,’ and inserting 
the word ‘have. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

Whereupon, the Ist amendment was amended, and 
the 24 and 3d amendments to the fifth section being 
read, were concurred in. 

The ist, 2d, 3d and 4th amendments, and the 
amendment to the proviso to the 6th section being 
read, were concurred in. 

The amendment to the 7th section being read, was 


concurred in. 

The 1st, 2d and 3d amendments to the 11th sec- 
tion being read, were concurred in, 

On motion of Mr, Lattimore, and seconded— 

Resolved, That the words ‘within the State,’ in the 
11th section, be inserted immediately after the words 
‘in his own right. 

The amendment to the 14th section being read, 
was concurred in. 

The amendment to the 20th section being read— 
and the question being put, will the convention concur 
in this amendment? = 

It was determined in the negative. 

23d section—Mr. Poindexter moved, and was se- 
conded, to amend the amendment of the 23d section 
made in committee of the whole, by striking out the 
words ‘during the term for which he is elected,’ and 
inserting these words: ‘after the commencement of 
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the first session of the ‘Legislature after his election, 
_ and during the remainder of the term for which he is 
elected.’ 


And the ques eon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmativé. 


And the question being put, will the convention 
concur in the amendment to the 23d section as amend- 
ed? 

It was resolved in the affirmative, 

The amendments to the 24th and 25th sections be- 
ing read, were concurred in. 

The amendment to the 27th section, filing the 
blank with the words ‘City of Natchez,’ being read— 
and the question being put, will the convention con- 
cur in this amendment? 

The yeas and nays' were called for by two members 
present, and were equal. 


Those who voted m the affirmative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, (of Clai- 
borne) Balch, Brandon, Clark, Davis, Downs, Glass, 
Johnson, Leake, Mead, Poindexter, Rankin, Simpson, 
Sessions, Steel, Scott, Taylor, Turner, Wilkins, Wil- 
hams—22. 

‘Those who voted in the negative are 

Messrs. Batchelor, Burton, Burnet, (of Hancock) 
Bilbo, Dickson, Gray, Hanna, Jourdan, Knox, King, 
Lattimore, Minion, M’Laugblin, M’Kay, M’Rea, 
M'Leod, M’Nabb, Patton, Runnels, Torrence, Wilkin- 
sen, Wesi-—22, 

Mr. Simpzoi moved, ond was seconded, that the 
convention de adjourn till 4 o'clock this afternoon. 
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And the questiun thereon being taken, it was deter- 
Yained in the negative, 

And on motion of Mr, Burnet, (of Claiborne) the 
convention adjourned till 3 o’clock P. M. 


THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter— 

Resolvel, That the convention do now resume the 
unfinished business of the morning. 

Mr. Burnet (of Hancock) moved, and was second- 
ed, to fill the blank in the 27th section with the words 
‘Shieldsborough, on the Bay of St. Louis.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was resolv- 
ed in the affirmative. 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present, those who voted in the affirmative are 

Mr, Buraet, (of Hancock) Bilbo, Davis, Dickson, 
Gray, Johnson, Jourdan, King, Leake, Mead, Minton, 
M’Laughlin, M’Kay, M’Rea, M’Leod, M’Nabb, Pat- 
ton, Poindexter, Rankin, Runnels, Scott, Turner, 
Wilkins, Widliams—24. 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Barnes, Burton (of Clai- 
borne) Balch, Brandon, Batchelor, Burton, Clark, 
Downs, Glass, Hanna, Knox, Lattimore, Simpson, 
Sessions, Steel, Taylor, Torrence, Wilkinson, W est. 

Mr, Burnet moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the 27th section by striking out the word ‘forever,’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
Solved in the affirmative. 
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Mr. Wilkinson moved, and was seconded, to aménd 
the sixth section, by striking out the word ‘shall,’ in 
the first line, to the end of the second line, and insert ` 
in lieu thereof these words: ‘and every five years 
thereafter, (adopting however, if deemed expedient, 
every other fifth year, the census taken under the au: 
thority of the United States.’) 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. Barnes moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
7th section by adding between the word ‘inhabitants,’ 
in the 3d line, and the word in in the fourth line these 
words: ‘and the amount of State taxes assessed the 
preceding year.’ 

Mr. Leake moved, and was seconded, that the con- 
vention do adjourn. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

On motion of Mr, Simpson, and seconded, the con- 
vention adjourned till 8 o’clock to-morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1817. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment, 

Mr. Poindexter offered for adoption the following 
as a new section to be inserted under the third article, 
“Section the general assembly shall at their 
first session appoint commissioners whose 
duty it shall be to fix ona place as near the centre of the 
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state as may be, taking into consideration the present 
population and the probable extinguishment of Indian 
title, which shall be established by law as the seat of 
government for this State for the period of ten years 
thereafter””—which was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr, Poindexter— 

Resolved, That the convention do resume the un- 
finished business of yesterday, the amendment pro- 
posed to the 7th section by Mr. Barnes being under 
consideration. 

And the question therean being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative are 

Mr. President, Messrs, Barnes, Burnet (of Clai- 
borne) Brandon, Clarke, Downs, Glass, Jobnson, 
Leake, Mead, Rankin, Simpson, Sessions, Steel, 
Scott, Taylor, Turner, Wilkins—18. 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Messrs. Batchelor, Burton, Burnet (of Hancock) 
Bilbo, Davis, Dickson, Gray, Hanna, Jourdan, Knox, 
King, Lattimore, Minton, M’Laughlin, M’Kay, M’Rea, 
M’Leod, M’Nabb, Patton, Poindexter, Runnels, Tor- 
rence, Williams, Wilkinson, West—25. . 

Mr, Mead moved, and was seconded, to. re-commit 
to a select committee the 7th section of the third arti- 
cle, on the subject of elective franchise. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative, ; 
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Mr. Clark moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
7th section, to strike out the words “free white inhab- 
itants,” and insert in lieu thereof “free white taxable 
inhabitants.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it passed in 
the affirmative—yeas 23-—nays 21. 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present—those who voted in the affirmative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Barnes, Burnet [of Claib,] 
Brandon, Burton, Clark, Davis, Downs, Glass, Hanna, 
Johnson, Leake, Lattimore, Mead, Rankin, Simpson, 
Sessions, Steel, Scott, Taylor, Turner, Wilkins, Wil- 
liams—23. 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Messrs. Balch, Batchelor, Burnet [of Han.] Bilbo, 
Dickson, ray, Jourdan, Knox, King, Minton, 
M‘aughlin, M'Kay, M‘Rae, M‘Lead, M‘Nabb, Pat- 
ton, Poindexter, Runnels, Torrence, Wilkinson, West 
—21. 

Mr. Mead offered the following resolution for the 
adoption of the convention: | 

Resolved, That a committee of members 
be appointed to enquire into the policy of providing for 
a due influence of property in the general assembly, 
and that they report thereon at 4 o’clock this after- 
noon,”—which was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Lattimore, and seceonded— 

Ordered, That the words ‘within this State,’ be 
transposed and inserted immediately after the word 
‘right’ in the 4th line. 
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_ Mr, Davis moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
amendment in the 24th section, to strike out in the 
Ath line the words Sor justice of the peace and of the 
quorum,’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. Mead moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
24th section, by inserting after the word State, in the 
3d line, these words, ‘ the office of post-master except- 
ed,’ 

And the question being put, was resolved in the af- 
firmative, 

Mr. Davis moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
24th section, to insert after the word ‘militia’ in the 
fourth line, these words: ‘to which there is attached 
no annual salary.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. i 


Mr. Scott moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
second section, to strike out the words ‘one year, and 
in lieu thereof insert the words ‘two years.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was cer: 
mined in the negative, 


The yeas and nays being demanded by two of the 
members present—those who veted in the affirmative 
are cae 
Messrs. Barnes, Balch, Burton, Johnson, Scott, 
Taylor, Turner, Wilkins, Williams, Wilkinson—10, 
Those. xho voted in the negative are 

_ Mr. President, Messrs. Burnet, (of Claiborne) Bran- 

don, par melon Buraei, (of Hancock) Bilbo, Clarks 
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Davis, Dickson, Glass, Gray, Hanna, Jourdan, Knox, 
King, Leake, Lattimore, Mead, Minton, M’Laughhn, 
M'Kay, M’Rea, M'Leod, M’Nabb, Patton, Poindexter, 
Rankin, Runnels, Simpson, Sessions, Steel, Torrence, 
Wesit—33. 

On motion of Mr. Leake, and seconded— 

Ordered, That the words ‘and Tuesday’ in the 3d 
section he stricken out, and insert after the word Au- 
gust these words: ‘and the day following.’ 


Mr Rankin moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
5th section, to strike out the words ‘qualified voters’ 
in the 4th and 6th lines, and in lieu thexeof insert the 
words ‘free white inhabitants.’ 


And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Leake moved, and was seconded, to strike out 
the 27th section as amended. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. Leake moved, and was seconded, to reconsider 
the vote taken on yesterday upon the filling the blank 
in the 27th section. 

And the question thereon being taken, 1t was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

The question then recurred on fillmg up the said 
blank with the words ‘Shieldsborough, on the Bay of 
St. Louis’ 

And the question being put, was determined in the 
negative, 

Mr. Batchelor moved, and was seconded, to fill the 
said blank with the word ‘Liberty.’ 
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And the question being taken, it was determined in 
the negative. 

Mr. Poindexter moved, and was seconded, to fill the 
said blank with the word ‘Natchez.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two me.nLers 
present—those who voted in the affirmative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, [of Clai- 
borne] Balch, Braadon, Clark, Davis, Downs, Glass, 
Johnson, Knox, Leake, Mead, Poindexter, Rankin, 
Simpson, Sessions, Steel, Scott, Taylor, Turner, Wil- 
kins, Williams—23. 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Messrs. Batchelor, Burton, Burnet [of Hancock] 
Bilbo, Dickson, Gray, Hanna, Jourdan, King, Latti- 
more, Minton, M’Laughlin, M'Kay, M’Rea, M’Leod, 
MNabb, Patton, Runnels, Torrence, Wilkinson, 
West—2I. 

Mr. Simpson moved, and was seconded, that when 
the convertion adjourns, that it will adjourn till 4 
o’clock, P. M. 

And the qiestion being put, was determined in the 
negative. 

_Mr. Wilkins moved, and was seconded, that when 
the convention adjourns, that it will adjourn ull 8 
o’clock P. x. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was resolve 
ed in the affirmative. 

And then the convention adjourned till 3 o’clock 
P. M, 
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THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The convention resumed the unfinished business of 
the day. 

Mrz. Burnet [of Claiborne] moved, and was second- 
ed. 19 add the following as a new section, to be insert- 
ed ander the third article: ‘The General Assembly 
shall, at their first session, fix on a temporary seat of 
government, which place, when so fixed on, shall be 
the seat ofgovernment for five years thereafter.’ 

Mr. Burnet [of Hancock] moved, and was second- 
ed, io amend the said section in these words: ‘shall 
appoint five commissioners, one from Jackson, one 
froin Wayne, one from Wilkinson, one from Warren, 
and one from Pike, whose duty it shall be to fix on a 
temporary seat of government, which place shall be the 
seat of government for years thereafter.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was de- 
termined in the negative. 

The question recurred upon the adoption of the 
section last moved, and was determined in the nega- 
tive, | 

Mr. Minton moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
third article by adding the following as a new section: 

< Tbe general assembly shall, at their first session, 
fix on a suitable place for the seat of government, 
where it shall remain years,tor until, by the ex- 
tinguisbment of Indian title to lands, the centre of the 
state can he obtained; at which time the seat of gov- 
ernment shall be permanently fixed at or as near the 
centre of the state as may be convenient, and removed 
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thereto so soon as suitable buildings are erected for the 
accommodation of the two houses of the general as- 
sembly,’ 

Mr. Mead moved, a was seconded, to amend the 
amendment by striking out the word ‘shall,’ and in- 
serting in lieu thereof the word ‘ may.’ 

And the question being taken thereon, it was deter- 
mined in the negative.” 

Mr. Poindexter moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the new section proposed by Mr. Minton, to strike out 
from the word‘ lands’ to the word ‘ convenient,’ and 
in lieu thereof insert these words: ‘they shall deem it 
expedient to remové the same to a more central part of 
the state.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr, Leake moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
same section by inserting after the word ‘ remain,’ the 
words ¢ for years, or? 

And the question being put, it was determined in the 
negative. 


The question then recurred upon the adoption of 
thesection as moved. by Mr. Minton. 

And the question being put, it was determined in 
the negative. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two mem- 
bers present—those who voted in the afirmative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Brandon, Clark, Davis, Gray, 
Johnson, Knox, Leake, Minton, Rankin, Steel, Scott, 
Taylor, wae Williams, West—16, l 
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Those who voted in the negative are 

Messrs. Barnes, Burnet [of Claiborne] Balch, Batch- 
elor, Burton, Burnet [of Han.] Bilbo, Dickson, Glass, 
Hanna, Jourdan, King, Lattimore, Mead M°Laughlin, 
M'Kay, M’Rea, M'Leod, M’Nabb, Patton, Poindexter, 
Runnels, Simpson, Sessions, Turner, Torrence, Wil- 
kinson—27. 

Mr. Mead moved, and was seconded, to adopt the 
following as a new section, to be inserted under the 3d 
article: i 

£ The seat of government shall remain at the city of 
Natchez for five years, and thereafter be fixed by the 
General Assembly.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 

mined in the negative. 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present—those who voted in the affirmative are 

. Mr. President, Messrs. Balch, Brandon, Glass, 
Johnson, Leake, Mead, Rankin, Simpson, Sessions, 
Steel, Scott, Taylor, Turner, Wilkins, Williams—16. 

Those who voted in the negative are, 

Messrs. Barnes, Burnet (of Claiborne) Batchelor, 
Burton, Burnet (of Hancock) Bilbo, Clarke, Davis, 
Dickson, Gray, Hanna, Jourdan, Knox, King, Latti- 
more, Minton, M’Laughlin, M’Kay, M’Rea, M’Leod, 
M’Nabb, Patton, Poindexter, Runnels, Torrence, 
Wilkinson, West—27. 

Mr. Simpson moved, and was seconded, toadd as a 
new section, to be inserted under the third article, the 
Dllowing: 
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_ *The general assembly shall at their first session fix 

on a suitable place for the seat of government, at 
which ıt shall remain for years, and until re 
moved by law.’ 

And the question being taken, it was determined in 
the negative. 

Mr. Davis offered for adoption the following as a 
new section to be inserted under the 3d article. 

‘The general assembly shall at their first session fix 
on a suitable place for the seat of government, which 
shall remain the seat of government until removed by 
a majority of three-fifths of both houses of the legis- 
lature.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative, 

Mr Wilkins moved, and was seconded, to adjourn. 

And the question being put, it was determined in 
the negative. 

Mr. Mead moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
27ih section of the 3d article, by inserting after the 
word ‘Natchez,’ in the 2d line, these words: ‘for and 
during the period of five years, and thereafter at such 
place as may be directed by law.’ 

And debate arising thereon— 

Mr. Mead moved, and was seconded, that the con- 
vention do now adjourn. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was. deter- 
mined in thé negative, 

Mr. Poindexter moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the amendment proposed by Mr. Mead, by striking out 
the words ‘for and during the period of five years.’ 
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And debate arising thereon— 

Mr. Burnet (of Claiborne) moved an adjournment, 
which was determined in the negative. 

Mr. Taylor moved, and was seconded, to adjourn. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

The question then recurred on Mr. Poindexter’s 
amendment to the amendment proposed by Mr. Mead. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in theaffirmative. _ 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Mead as amended. 

And the same being put, it was resolved in the af- 
firmative. | 

And then the convention adjourned till to-morrow 
morning 8 o’clock. 
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TRURSDAY, AUGUST 7, 1817. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Poindexter o‘fered for the considerstion of the 
convention, the following resolution: 

‘Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to have 
printed for the use of the members copies of 
the f20 aal of the proceediags of the convention.’ 

Av: th2 question being taken to now consider the 
said resulution, it was resolved in le aitiimative, 

On metien of Mr. Lattimore, and seconded— 

Ordere?, Thai the blank n said resolution be filled 
with the words “five hundred.” 
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Ga motion of Mr. Poindexter, the convention re- 
sumed the unfinished business. 

Oa motioa of Mr. Burton, and seconded, the fol- 
lowing was offered as a new section to be inserted 
under the third article: 

Sec. —— The Legislature shall at their first ses- 
sion pass a law directing that one commissioner be 
elected from each county in the State by the qualified 
electors thereof, whose duty it shall be or a majority 
of them, to fix on the seat of government for 
years for the same, as near the centre thereof with ref- 
erence to population as may be.’ 

Aad the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. Mead moved, and was seconded, that the un- 
finished business lie on the table. 

And the question being taken thereon, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 


FOURTH ARTICLE. 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT., 


The amendment to the second section being read at 
the Secretary’s table, 

And the question on concurrence therein being ta- 
ken, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The first amendment to the 3d section, striking out 
the word ‘native,’ in the first line being read; 

And the question of concurrence being thereon ta- 
ken, it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members 
present—those who voted in the affirmative are 


ed 
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Mr. President—Messrs. Barnes, Brandon, Bilbo; 
Davis, Dowas, Glass, Gray, Hanna, Knox, King, 
Leake, Lattimore, Minton, M’Laughlin, M’Rea, 
M’Nabb, Poindexter, Rankin, Simpson, Sessions, 
Scott, Taylor, Turner, Torrence, Wilkinson—26. 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Messrs. Burnet, (of Claiborne) Batchelor, Burton, 
Burnet, (of Hancock) Clark, Dickson, Johnson, 
Jourdan, Mead, M’Kay, M’Leod, Patton, Runnels, 
Steel, Wilkins, Williams, West—17. 

The second amendment in the 3d line being read, 
was concurred in. 

Mr. Poindexter moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the amendment to the 10th section made in committee 
of the whole, by adding after the word ‘Senate,’ these 
words: ‘but may respite the sentence till the end of 
the next session of the general assembly.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

The question then recurred upon concurring in ne 
amendment as amended. 

And the question being put, it was resolved in the 
affirmative. - 

The amendments to the 11th, 12th, 14th and 16th 
sectiuns being read at the Secretary’s table, were con- 
curred in by the convention. 

Mr. Simpson moved, and was seconded, ii amend 
ihe amendment to the 17th and 18th sections, by 
striking out from the word ‘officers,’ and inserting these 
words: ‘shall be as follows: the Governor shall nom- 
inate, and by and with the advice and consent of the 


. yi 
Senate, shall appoint all officers whose appointments 
are not otherwise directed by this constitution.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present—those who voted in the affirmative are 

Mr. President—Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, (of Clai- 
borne) Brandon, Clark, Davis, Downs, Glass, Hanna, 
Leake, Lattimore, Poindexter, Rankin, Simpson, 
Sessions, Steel, Taylor, Turner, Torrence, Wilkins, 
Wilkinson—21. 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Messrs, Batchelor, Burton, Burnet, (of Hancock) 
Bilbo, Dickson, Gray, Johnson, Jourdan, Knox, King, 
Mead, Minton, M’Laughlin, M’Kay, M’Rea, M’Leod, 
M’Nabb, Patton, Runnels, Scott, Williams, West—22. 
' Mr. Lattimore moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the amendment by striking out the words ‘recorded 
and published,’ and inserting these words: ‘and re- 
corded in the public journals ofeach house? _ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

The question then recurred on concurring in the 
amendment as amended. 

And the question beg put, it was resolved in the 
affirmative. 

‘The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present—these who voted in the affirmative are 
~ Messrs. Brandon, Batchelor, Burton, Burnet, (of 
Hancock) Bilbo, Dickson, Gray, Hanna, Johnson, 


Jourdan, Knox, King, Mead, Minton, M’Laughliny 
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M'Kay, M’Rea, M’Leod, M’Nabb, Patton, Runnels, 
Scott, Williams, W est—24. 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Barnes, Burnet (of Clai- 
borne) Clark, Davis, Downs, Glass, Leake, Lattimore, 
Poindexter, Rankin, Sessions, Steel, Taylor, Turner, 
Torrence, Wilkins, Wilkinson—18. 

On motion of Mr, Burton, and seconded, that when 
the convention adjourns it will adjourn till 3 o’clock, 
P.M, 2 

And the question being taken, it was determined in 
the negative. 

The first amendment to the 26th section being read, 
was concurred in. i 

The 2d amendment to the 26th section being read, 
and upon the question, will the convention concur in 
said amendment? 

It was determined in the negative. 

The amendment to the 27th section being read at 
the Secretary’s table, was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Lattimore, and seconded, to 
amend the 3d section, by inserting after the word ‘age,’ 
in the first line these words: ‘shall have been a citizen 
of the United States twenty years.’ 


And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 


Mr. Runnels moved and was seconded, that when 
the co:vention adjourn, it will adjourn till half past 
S o’clock, P, m. . 

A.d he quis’'on ‘hereon being taken, it was res 
solved in the affirmative. 
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And so the convention adjourned till half after 3 
o'clock, P. M. 


HALF AFTER THREE O'CLOCK P. M. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The convention resumed thé unfinished business.— 
The report from the committee of the whole being 
still under consideration. 

Mr. Simpson moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the 15th section, by striking out the words ‘a majority 
of all the members elected to,’ in the 4th and 5th lines, 
and to insert in lieu thereof these words: ‘two-thirds 
of,’ and the like amendment in the 6th and 7th lines. . 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present, those who voted in the affirmative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Barnes, Brandon, Burnet [of 
Han.] Bilbo, Clark, Davis, Downs, Dickson, Glass, 
Gray, Hanna, Jourdan, Knox, King, Leake, Lattimore, 
Mead M’Laughlin, M’Kay, M’Nabb, Patton, Poindex- 
ter, Rankin, Simpson, Sessions, Steel, Taylor, Tur- 
ner, Torrence, Wilkins, Wilkinson—32. 

Those who voted in the negative are l 

Messrs. Burnet [of Claiborne] Batchelor, Burton, 
Johnson, Minton, M’Rea, M’Leod, Runnels, Scott, 
Williams, West—11. 

Mr. Burton moved, and was seconded, to strike out 
the 15th section as amended. 


And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 
G 
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The yeas and nays were demanded by two members 
present—those who voted in the affirmative are 

Messrs. Batchelor, Burton, Johnson, Scott, West 
— 5. 


Those who voted in the negative are, 


Mr, President, Messrs. Barnes, Burnet (of Clai- 
borne) Brandon, Burnet (of Hancock) Bilbo, Clark, 
Davis, Downs, Dickson, tlass, Gray, Hanna, dour- 
dan, Knox, King, Leake, Lattimore, Mead, Minton, 
M’Laughlin, M’Kay, M’Rea, M'Leod, M’Nabb, Pat- 
ton, Poindexter, Rankin, Runnels, Simpson, Ses- 
sions, Steel, Taylor, Turner, Torrence, Wilkins, Wil- 
hams, Wilkinson—338. 

Mr. Mead moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
amendment to the 17th and 18th sections, by adding 
the following proviso—*Provided that the general as- 
S..a0ly be authorized to provide by law for the ap- 
pointment of all inspectors, collectors and their dep- 
uties, surveyors of highways, constables, and such 
other inferior officers whose jurisdiction may be con- 
fined within the limits of the county.” 

Mr. Burton moved to amend thesaid last amend- 
ment by striking out from the word “all,” in the 3d 
line, to the word “highways” in the 5th line. 


Aad the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

The question then recurred on the amendment as 
last proposed by Mr. Mead—- 

And the question being put—it was resolved in the 
affirmative. 
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‘The amendments reported from the committee of 
the whole, to the Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, Gth and 7th 
sections, being read at the Secretary’s table, were con- 
curred in. l 

Mr. Poindexter moved, and was seconded, to adopt 
the following as a new sectiun, to be iaserted under 
this head— 

“Section 4th. The Governor shall have power to 
call forth the militia to execute the laws of the State, 
fo suppress insurrections and repel invasions.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 


ARTICLE FIFTH. 
JUDÐDITIAL DEPARTMENT. 


The amendments to the first section being read at 
the Secretary’s table was concurred in. 

Mr. Poindexter moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the amendment made in the second section, by stri- 
king out the word “inferior.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Simpson moved, and was seconded, to farther 
amend the amendmeni fo the second section, by ad- 
ding the word “supreme” after the word “the” in the 
second line. © 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the aifirmative. 
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The question then recurred on concurring in the 
amendment as amended. 

And the question being put, it was resolved in the 
affirmative. 

The amendment to the 3d section being read, was 
concurred in. . 

Mr. Poindexter moved, and was seconded, to anrend 
the 4th section, by striking out the words ‘its jurisdic- 
tion’? In the 2d line, and in lieu thereof insert ‘this 
State.’ : 

And the question thereon being put, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

The question recurred on concurring in the amend- 
ment to the fourth section, and being put, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

The amendments to the 5th, 6th and 7th sections 
being read, were concurred in. 

Mr. Davis moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
amendment to the 8th section, by striking out the 
words ‘io the superior courts.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

Whereupon—the amendment as amended being 
read, was concurred in. 

The Ist and 2d amendments to the 9th section being 
read at the Secretary’s table, were concurred in. 

Mr. Scott moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
3d amendment to the 9th section, by striking out the 
words ‘majority of all the members elected,’ and in 
lieu thereof to insert the words ‘two-thirds of the 
members present.” 
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_ And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present—those who voted in the affirmative are 


Mr. President, Messrs. Brandon, Batchelor, Clark, 
Davis, Downs, Johnson, Leake, Mead, Poindexter, 
Rankin, Simpson, Sessions, Steel, Scott, Taylor, Tur- 
ner, Torrence, Wilkins, Williams—20. 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, [of Claiborne] Burton, 
Burnet [of Hancock] Bilbo, Dickson, Glass, Gray, 
Hanna, Jourdan, Knox, King, Lattimore, Minton, 
M’Laughlin, M’Kay, M’Rea, M’Leod, M’Nabb, Pat- 
ton, Runnels, Wilkinson, West—23. 

Mr. Clark moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
3d amendment to the 9th section, by adding the fol- 
lowing proviso: ‘Provided, That the members voting 
on such address shall be on oath or affirmation.’ 


And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affir:native. 


Mr. Burton moved and was seconded, that the con- 
vention do now adjourn. 

Ard the question thereon being taken, it .was de- 
termined in the negative. 

The question then recurred on concurring in the 3d 
amendment to the 9th section as amended. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

And then the convention adjourned ull & o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 

©- G2 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 8, 1619. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 


On motion of Mr. Poindexter— 

The convention resumed the unfinished business— 
the amendments in committee of the whole, in the ju- 
dicia] department, being under consideration. 

The new section to be inserted between the 9th and ` 
10th sections, being read, was concurred in. 


Mr. Mead offered the following as a new section, to 
. be inserted under the 5th article. 

“Section No person shall be appointed a judge of 
the supreme or superior courts of this state who shall 
not have been a resident of this state for years 
and be years of age.” . 

Which being-read, and the question thereon taken, 
it was determined in the negative. 

The first amendment to tue 10th section being read, 
was concurred in. 

Mr. Runnels moved and was seconded, to amend 
the second amendment to the 10th section, by striking 
out the word siz and insert the word “twelve’, in lieu 
thereof. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
ined in the‘negative. 

The question then recurred on concurring in the 
amendment. 

And the question thereon being put, it was resolved 
in the affirmative. 

The amendments to the eleventh section being read, 
were concurred in. | 
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The amendments to the 13th section being read, 
were concurred in. 


IMPEACHMENTS. 


Mr. Leake moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
second section in the third line, by striking out the 
words “all the members elected to the Senate,” and 
in lien thereof insert these words, “the members pres- 
ent.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Burton moved, and was seconded, to adopt the 
following as a new section, to be inserted under this 
head—viz: 

“Section At the conclusion of the circuits 
of the superior courts the judges shall meet and sit at 
- for the purpose of hearing and determining 
all motions which may be made for new trials and in 
arrest of judgments and such points of law as may 
be submitted to them.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. Simpson moved, and was seconded, to adopt 
the following as a new section, to be inserted after the 
11th section— 


‘Section The general assembly shall have 
power to constitute one supreme conrt, to cousist of 
not less than nor mere than judges, who 


shall be distinct from the judges of the superior and 
other courts, and who shall have appellate jurisdiction 


only, except that they shall have power to issue writs 
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of mandamus, prohibition, quo warrants, habeas cor- 
pus and any other remedial or prerogative writs which 
may be necessary to the exercise of a general super- 
intending authority over all inferior tribunals.” 

Mr, Lattimore moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the new section offered by Mr. Simpson, by adding the 
following provision: 

“Provided that the power herein given shall not be 
exercised by the general assembly until the white pop- 
ulation of the State shall amount to one hundred and 
fifty thousand.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was Ceter- 
mined in the negative. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the 
new section offered by Mr. Simpson— 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

The yeas and nays were called for, when, 

Mr. Davis moved, and was seconded, to reconsider 
the vote taken upon the proviso to the last named sec- 
tion. 

And the question being put, it was determined in 
the negative. j 

The yeas and nays upon the vote on Mr. Simpson’s 
offered section, are as follow :— 

Those who voted in the affirmative are 

Mr. President—Messrs. Balch, Brandon, Clark, 
Davis, Downs, Glass, Leake, Mead, Rankin, Simp- 
son, Sessions, Steel, Taylor, Turner, Wilkins, West 
—17, 
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Those who voted in the negative are 


Messrs, Barnes; Burnet, (of Claiborne) Burton, 
Burnet, (of Hancock) Bilbo; Gray, Hanna, Johnson, 
Jourdan, King, Knox, Lattimore, Minton, M’Laugh- 
lin, M'Kay, M’Rea, M’Leod, M’Nabb, Patton, Poin- - 
dexter, Runnels, Scott, Torrence, Williams, Witkin- 
son—25. 

Mr. Runnels moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the 9th section, by striking out in the 2d line these 
words: ‘during good behaviour,’ and insert in lieu 
thereof, ‘for years.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative, 


The yeas and nays heing called for by two members 
present, these who voted in the affirmative are 

Messrs. Balch, Buraet, (of Hancock) Bilbo, Dick- 
son, Gray, Jourdan, Knox, King, Lattimore, Minton, 
M’ Laughlin, M’Kay, M’Rea, M’Leod, M’Nabb, Pat- 
ton, Runnels, Torrence, Wilkinson, W est—20. 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Barnes, Burnet (of Clai- 
borne) Brandon, Batchelor, Burton, Clark, Davis, 
Downs, Glass, Hanna, Johnson, Leake, Mead, Poin- 
dexter, Rankin, Simpson, Sessions, Steel, Scott, Tay- 
lor, Turner, Wilkins, Williams—24. ` 

Mr. Mead moved, and was seconded, to adopt the 
following as a new section, to be inserted after the 
13th section: “The chancery powers of this State 
shall he vested in a special jury, and regulated in such 
manner as may be prescribed by law.” . 
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And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

The yeas and nays being called fer by two members 
present, these who voted in theaffirmative are 

Messrs. Mead, M°Rea, Pation, Runnels—4. 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, (of Cla- 
botne) saan Brandon, Batenelor, Burton, Burnet, 
‘of Hanecez) Bilbo, Clara, Davis, Downs, Dickson, 
inss, ay. Hanna, Johnson, Knox, King. Lecke. 
Latumere, M’Laughiin, M "Kav, Ai*Leod, Prabh. 
a Rankin, Simpson, Sessions, Steel, Scot. 
Ta ca Torrence, Wilsins, Williome, , Walkin- 
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Ba {of Claibome} moved, and was secon 
ae o amend the 4th section im jadicial o 
by strikin rout ihe word “exclusive, in the first ine. 

An the question thereon being taken, it was te- 
sonel im the afirmative. 

Mr. Runnels moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the 10 teron by sirizing out in the first line these 
words: ‘during good behaviour, and insert ‘for 
years.” 

; 


And tue question being taken th thereon, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 
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Mir. Sume! (of Hancock) moved to emend the Sth 
in the 2q lime these words: ‘da- 
naz zood Yehariour? and insert in lieu thereof these 
wards: “ior the term of six tears; provided, hewever, 
ow n ro 
iy s2all bave the power to A 
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A division of the question being called for, and the 
question for striking out being put, it was determined 
in the negative. 

Slr. West moved, and was seconded, to strike out 
the Sth section as reported by the select committee, 
and in lien thereof insert the following: ' 

«A number of justices of the peace shall be appoint- 
ed for each county by the joint vote of the general 
assembly, not exceeding two for a company disirict, 
except for the district including the court house, or 
county town, which shall not exceed taree, fur he 
term cf years, whose jurisdiction in civil cases 
shell be limited to causes in which the amount in con- 
troversy shall not exceed dollars.” > 

A division of the question being called for, and the 
question being taken upon striking out, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Sir. West moved to amend the Sth section as re- 
ported by the select committee, by striking out the 
word “fifty” and in lieu thereof insert the word “twen- 
ty.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. Scott moved to amend the same section by 
‘sttikmg out the word “fifty” and insert in lieu thereof 
the words “seventy-five.” 

A division of the question being called for, and the 
question upon striking aut being put, it was determined 
in the negative. 
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ARTICLE SIXTH. 
GENERAL PRO‘ ISiONS, 


The amendment to the firsf section being read, and 
the question being put—will the convention concur in 
this amendment? 

It was determined in the negative. 


A new section reported from the committee of the 
whole to be inserted after the Ist section being read, 


Mr. Lattimore moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the said section by striking out the words “have power 
to.” 


And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 


The veas and nays being demanded by two members 
present—those who voted in the affirmative are 


Mr. President, Messrs, Hanna, King, Lattimore, 
Rea, M’Leod, Patton, Runnels, Simpson, Sessions, 
Torrence, Wilkinson, West—13. 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, (of Claiborne) Balch, 
Brandon, Batchelor, Burton, Buraet, (of Hancock} 
Bilbo, Clark, Davis, Dickson, ‘zlass, Gray, Johnson, 
Jourdan, Knox, Leake, Mead, M’Laughlin, M’Kay, 
M’Nabb, Poindexter, Steel, Scott, Taylor, Turner, 
Williams—27. 


- The question recurred on concurring ‘in the amend- 
ment :roposing the new section. 


And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 
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- The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present—those who voted in the affirmative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Burnet, [of Claiborne} 
Balch, Brandon, Batchelor, Burton, Burnet [of Han- 
cock] Bilbo, Clark, Dickson, Glass, Gray, Hanna, 
Johnson, Jourdan, Knox, King, Leake, Lattimore, 
Mead, M’Laughlin, M’Kay, M’Rea, M’Leod, M’Nabb, 
Patton, Poindexter, Runnels, Sessions, Simpson, 
Steel, Scott, Taylor, Turner, Torrence, Wilkinson, 
West—37. 

Mr. Simpson moved, and was seconded, that when 
this convention does adjourn, it will adjourn till 3 
o'clock, P. M. 

And the question thereon being taken; it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

And then, on motion of Mr. Simpson, the conven- 
tion adjourned till 3 o’clock, P. mM, 


THREE @CLOCK P. M. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion, 

The convention resumed the unfinished business > 
the report of the committee of the whole on the gen- 
etal provisions in the constitution being under consid- 
eration. | 

The amendment adding a new section, to be insert- 
ed immediately after the 7th section, being read, was 
concurred in. 

The amendments striking out the 9th and 11th sec- 
tions se concurred in. 
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“Mr. Lettitnore-moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the améndnient inserting a-new section after the’ 13th 
section, by striking out the words ‘twenty-one,’ -and 
in lieu thereof to insert ‘nineteen.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was de- 
termined in the negative. 

Mr. Clark moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
same amendment, by adding after the words ‘parties 

, these words: ‘for a bona fide loan of money.’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two mem- 
bers present—those who voted in the affirmative 
are 

Messrs. Balch, Brandon, Batchelor, Burton, Bur- 
net, (of Hancock) Bilbo, Clark, Glass, Gray, Hanna, 
Jourdan, Knox, King, Leake, M’Laughlin, M’Kay, 
M’Rea, M’Leod, M’Nabb, Patton, Poindexter, Run- 
nels, Sessions, Steel, Scott, Taylor, Turner, Wilkins, 
Wilkinson—29, 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, (of Clai- 
borne) Davis, Downs, Dickson, Johnson, Lattmmore, 
Mead, Rankin, Simpson, Forrence, Williams, West—. 
14, 

The question then recurred on concurring ‘in the 
amendment ds amended. 

And the question being put, it was resolved in the 
affirmative. 


The amendment to the ł4th secfion being read, 
was concurred in. 


37 


Mr, Burnet.(of Claiborne) moved, and-was second: 
ed, to amend the amendment to the 15th section, by 
striking out the number ‘576,’ and inserting ‘900.’ 

And the question. thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

The question then recurred on concurring in the a- 
mendment. 7 

And the question being put, it was resolved in the 
affirmative. 

The amendment adding the 16th and 17th sections 
being read was concurred in. 

Mr. Taylor moved to amend the 19th section, being 
a new one proposed in committee of the whole, by 
striking out the proviso. 

And the question being taken, it was determined in 
the negative. 

The question then recurred on concurring in the 
amendment adding the new section, No. 19th. 

And the question being put, it was resolved in the 
affirmative. 


SLAVES. 


The amendments to the 1st section being read, were 
concurred in. ` l 

The amendments to the 2d section being read, were 
concurred in. 

Mr. Burnet (of Claiborne) moved, and was second- 
ed, to strike out the 2d section. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. Lattimore moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the 1st section, by striking out the words ‘owner or 
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owners’ in the last line, and in lieu thereof insert the 
word *poor.’ 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
-present—those who voted in the affirmative are 

Messrs. Davis, Gray, Lattimore, M’Rea, Wilkin- 
son—®5. 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Mr. President—Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, (of Clai- 
borne) Balch, Brandon, Batchelor, Burton, Burnet, 
(of Hancock) Bilbo, Clark, Downs, Dickson, “lass, 
Hanna, Johnson, Jourdan, Knox, King, Leake, Mead, 
Minton, M’Laughlin, M’Kay, M'Leod, M’Nabb, Pat- 
ton, Poindexter, Rankin, Runnels, Simpson, Sessions, 
Steel, Scott, Turner, Torrence, Wilkins, Williams, 
West—38. 

And so it was determined in the negative. 


GENERAL PROVISIONS. 


Mr. Lattimore moved, and was seconded, to amend 
the amendment by adding a new section, to be insert- 
ted afier the Ist section, the following: 

“Every person who shall, after the first day of Sep- 
tember, one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, 
be concerned in fighting a duel, or in offering, bearing, 
or accepting a challenge to fight a duel, shall be dis- 
qualified forever thereafter, from holding any office or 
place of profit, honor or trust in this State, whether 
the duel be fought, or the challenge be offered, borne 
or accepted in this State cr elsewhere, or whether the 
perso": or persons so concerned shall, at the time of 
fighting the duel, or of offering, bearing or accepting 
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-the challenge, reside in this State or elsewhere.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present, those who voted in the affirmative are 

Messrs, Hanna, Lattimore, Simpson, Sessions, Tor- 
rence, Wilkinson—6. 


Those who voted in the negative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Barnes, Burnet (of Clai- 
borne) Balch, Brandon, Batchelor, Burton, Buraet, (of 
Hancock) Bilbo, Clark, Davis, Downs, Dickson, Gray, 
Johnson, Jcurdan, Knox, King, Leake, Mead, Min- 
ton, M’Laughlin, M'Kay, M’Rea, M'Leod, M’Nabb, 
Patton, Poindexter, Rankin, Runnels, Steel, Scott, 
Taylor, Turner, Wilkins, Williams, West—37. 

Mr. Davis moved, and was seconded, to strike out 
the 5th section. 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
' present, those who voted in the affirmative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Balch, Brandoa, Buraet, 
{of Hancock) Davis, Downs, Gray, Hanna, Knox, 
Leake, Lattimore, Mead, Poindexter, Rankin, Simp- 
son, Steel, Scott, Turner, Torrence, Williams, West 
—21. ; 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Messrs. Barnes, Burnet, {of Claiborne) Batchelor, 
Bilbo, Clark, Dickson, Johuson. Jourdan, King, Min- 
ton, M°Laughlin, M'Kay, APRea, 3PLeod, M’Nabb, 
Patton, Rannels, Sessions, Taylor, Wilkins, Wilkin- 
son—21. 


=A 


95 


And the votes being equal, it was determined in the 
negative. 

Mr. Lattimore moved, and was seconded, to strike 
out the 6th section. . 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
ined in the negative. 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two members 
present, thosé who voted in the affirmative are 

Messrs: Davis, Dickson, Gray, Hanna, Johnson, 
King, Lattimore, Minton, M’Nabb, Patton, Poindex- 
ter, Rankin, Runnels, Sessions, Turner, Torrence, 
Wilkinson, West—18. 

Those who voted in tlie negative are 

Mr. President, Messrs. Barnes, Burnet [of Clai- 
borne] Balch, Brandon, Batchelor, Burton, Burnet 
fof Hancock] Bilbo, Clark, Downs, Jourdan, Leake, 
Mead M°*Laughlin, M’Kay, M’Rea, M'Leod, Steel, 
Scott, Taylor, Wilkins, Williams—23. 

Mr, West moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
dst section under the head of Slaves, by striking out 
the two last lines. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr, West moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
15th section, by adding after the word “government? 
in the first line, these words: ‘the preservation of lib- 
erty. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 


Mr. West moved, and was seconded, to farther 
amend the 15th section, by inserting after the word 
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mankind in the 2d line the following: “Therefore the 
Legislature shall forever promote and encourage learn- 
ing by such donations and privileges to literary insti- 
tutions within this State, as may be found convenient 
and necessary.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. West moved, and was seconded, to add the fol- 
lowing as a new section: 

“Section Sanguinary punishments ought to 
be avoided as far as may be consistent with the peace 
and safety of the community: It shall therefore be 
the duty of the Legislature to provide by law for the 
establishment ofa Penitentiary or house of correction, 
zo soon as the revenue of the State will admit of it, 
under such regulations as may be deemed necessary 
and proper for the attainment of the objects desired.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

Mr. Mead moved, and was seconded, that when the 
convention adjourns, it will adjourn till 6 o’clock this 
evening. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. West moved, and was seconded, to add the fol- 
lowingas a new section: ~- - 

“Section In all prosecutions of a capital na- 
ture, the court shall consist of three judges.” 


And the question thereon being taken it was deter- 


mined in the negasive. 
Mr. West moved, and was seconded, to add the fol- 
lowing as a new section: 
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“Section No fine shall ever be laid on any 
citizen of this State exceeding twenty dollars unless 
it shall be assessed by a jury, according to law.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 


Mr. West moved, and was seconded, to add the fol- 
lowing as a new section: 


Section No person shall hold more mR one 

F “Tucrative office in this State, at the same time.” 

b And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. West moved, and was seconded, to add the fol- 
ing as a new section: 

“Section The. general assembly shall direct 
by lawin what manner sweties for public officers may. 
be discharged from such obligation.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. West moved, and was seconded, to add the fol- 
lowing as a new section: 

“Section No judge shall sit on the trial of 
any cause where the parties or either of them shall be 
related to him either by affinity or consanguinity, ex- 
cept by consent of parties—In case all the judges 
of the court in which a suit may be brought shall be 
interested in the event of the cause or related to 
either of the parties, the Governor shall in such case 
specially commission a competent number of men of 
law knowledge not interested or connected with either 
of the parties for the determination thereof.” 


And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the négative. l 


The yeas and nays being called forby two members 
present—those who voted in the affirmative are 


Messrs. Balch, Batchelor, Burnet (of Hancock) 
Clark, Davis, Johnson, M"Laughlin, M'Leod, Turner, 
Torrence, West—I11. - 


Those who voted in the negative are 
Mr. President, Messrs. Burnet (of Cla corne) Bran- 


don, Burton, Bilbo, Do sns, Dickson, Glass, Gray, 
Hanna, Jourdan, Knox, King, Leake, “Lattimore, 
Mead, Minton, M’Kay, M’Rea, M’Nabb, Patton, 
Poindexter, Rankin, Runnels, Simpson, Sessions, 
Steel, Scott, Taylor, Wilkins, Williams, Wilkinsoa— 
32. 


Mr. West moved, and was seconded, to add the fol- 
lowing as a new section: 


“Section Whenever the cotistittionality of 
any act or law passed by the Legislature shall be ques- 
tioned by judicial authority, it shall be submitted tø- 
the supreme court, and if two-thirds of all the judges 
composing said court shall be of opinion that the act 
or law in question is unconstitutional, they shall re- 
port the same to the general assembly at the next ses- 
sion thereafter, with their reasons at full length; the 
general assembly shall then proceed to reconsider the 
same, and if they shall, on such reconsideration, re- 
pass the said act or law by a majority of two-thirds in 
each house, then, in that case, no question shall again 
.be made of the constitutionality of the said act or 
law, but the saine shall be good and valid to all intents 
and purposes.” 
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And the question thereon being taken, it was détër- 
mined in the negative; 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present, those who voted in the affirmative are 

Messrs. Balch, Batchelor, Dickson, Lattimore, 
M'Nabb, Torrence, Wilkinson, West—8. 

Those who voted in the negative are 


Mr. President, Messrs. Burnet (of Claiborne) Bran- 
don, Burton, Burnet (of Hancock) Bilbo, Clark, Davis, 
Downs, Glass; Gray, Hanna, Johnson, Jourdan, Knox, 
King, Leake; Mead, Minton, M’Laughlins M’Kay, 
M'Rea, M’Leod, Patton, Poindexter, Rankin, Runnels, 
Simpson, Sessions, Steel, Scott, Taylor, ‘Turner, Wil- 
kins, Williams—365. 

Mr, West moved, and was seconded, to add the fol- 
lowing as a new section: 


“Section All claims to lands lying within this 
State, not derived from the United States, or con- 
firmed by or under a law of the United States, shall be 
forever barred to all intents and purposes: Provided, 
nevertheless, that this section shall not extend to 
claims in that pari of this State lying below the thirty- 
first degree of north latitude, which have been regis- 
tered and not decided on by Congress.” 

And the question thereon’ being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative, 

The yeas and nays being demanded by two memberg 
present, those v. ho voted in the affirmative are 


Messrs. Balch, Burnet (of Hancock) Jobnson, 
West—4, 


OF 


“Those who voted in the negative are 

Mr. President, Messrs Burnet [of Claiborné} Bran- 
don, Batchelor, Burton, Bilbo, Clark, Davis, Downs, 
Dickson, Glass, Gray, Hanna, Jourdan, Knox, King, 
Leake, Lattimore, Mead, Minton, M’Laughlin, M’Rea, 
M’Leod, M°Nabb, Patton, Poindexter, Rankin, Run- 
nels, - Simpson, Sessions, Steel, Scott, Taylor, Turner, 
Torrence, Wilkins, Williams, Wilkinson—38. 

Mr, Turner moved, and was seconded, that when 
the convention adjourns, it will adjourn till 7 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. . 

And the question thereon being put, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

And on motion, the convention then adjourned till 
7 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 9, ISI7. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, | 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, the convention re- 
sumed the unfinished business, 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seeonded, that 
the convention reconsider their vote taken yesterday 
on the amendment proposed by Mr. ‘West in relation 
to the establishment of a Penitentiary. 

And the .question thereon being put, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative, 

Mr. Simpson moved, and , was seconded, to amend. 
the said amendment, by striking out from the word 
community, and in lieu thereof insert the following = 
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“It shall be the duty of the general assembly to 
erect a Penitentiary prior to the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty. 

- And the question thereon being taken, it was Ceters 
mined in the negative. 

The question then recurred on adopting the amend- 
ment offered by Mr, West. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

Mr. Scott moved, and was seconded, to add the fol- 
lowing as a new section: 

“Section A law shall be passed at the first 
session of the general assembly providing for the pay- 
mentof such slave or slaves as may thereafter be exe- 
cuted under sentence of the law, except in cases of 
insurrection and rebellion; provided, however, that 
the owner or owners of such slave or slaves shall not 
receive Jess than two-thirds, nor more than three- 
fourths of the value of such slave or slaves; and pro- 
_ vided, that slaves only shall be taxed to raise the funds 
to make such remuneration.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 


mined in the negative. 
The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
preseat—ihose who voted in the affirmative are 


Mr. President, Mesgrs, Brandon, Burton, Bilbo, Da- 
vis, Jobnson, Jourdan, Leake, Mead, M’Laughlin, 
M’Kay, Poindexter, Simpson, Sessions, Scott, Taylor, 
Turner, Torrence, Wilkins, Williams—20, 


‘Those who voted in the negative are 
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Messrs. ` Barnes, Burnet [of Claiborne,] Balch, 
Batchelor, Burnet [of Hancock,] Clark, Downs, Dick- 
son, Gray, Hanna, Knox, King, Lattimore, Minton, 
M’Rea, M’Leod, M’Nabb, Patton, Rankin, Runnels, 
Wilkins, West—22, 


- SCHEDULE. 


The amendments being read, were concurred in, 
_Mr. Patton moved, and was seconded, to add the 
following as a new section: 

“Section The Governor may appoint and 
ommission an additional Judge, or one of the former 
Judges of the superior court whose commission sall 
expire so soon as appointments can be made under 


the constitution, It shall be the duty of the Judge. 


so appointed, or one of the former territorial Judzes 
to hold superior cotrts, in the counties of Jackson, 
Green, Wayne and Hancock at the time hereiciore 


. prescribed by law, provided that ifeither of the former 


territorial Judges in addition to his duty in the west- 
em counties perform such duty and no additional 
Judge be appointed, he shall receive an extra compen- 
sation proportioned to the amount of his salary and 
term of service rendered. If an additional Judge be 
appointed he shall receive the same compensation for 
his services as the-other Judges of the superior court.” 

And the question being put thereon, it was resulved 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Burnet (of Claiborne) moved, and was second- 
ed, to ¿dd the following as a new section: 

“Section Ai Sheriff of Warren county shalk 
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within ten days after the election make return of the 
number of votes for Senator in his county to the Sher- 
uf of Claiborne county; who shall be the returning 
officer ior the district. 

The Sheriff of Pike county shall within ten. days 
after the election make return of the number of votes ` 
for Senator in his county to the Shenff of Franklin 
county, who shall be the returning officer for the dis- 
trict. 

The Sheriffs of Hancock and Lawrence counties, 
shall within ten days after the election, make return of 
the number of votes for Senator in their respective 
counties to the Sheriff of Marion county, who shall be 
the returning officer for the district. 


The Sheriffs of Jackson and Wayne counties shail 
within ten days after the election make return of the 
number of votes fer Senator in their respective coun- 
ties to the Sheriff of Green county, who shall be the 
returning officer for the district.” 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. l 

Mr. Turner moved, and was seconded, to amend the 
4th section adopted by the convention as a new oné 
by striking out the words “first Monday and the day 
following” and insert in lieu thereof “second Mon- 
day.” 

Ard the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 


GENERAL PROVISIONS. 
Mr. Turner moved, and was seconded, to recommit 
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the 5th and 6th sections to a committee of the whole 
forthwith. 


And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 


Oa motion of Mr. Poindexter, atid seconded, 

Ordered, That the constitution reported by the _se- 
lect committee as amended be engrossed and made the 
order of the day for the 3d reading for Tuesday next. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re 
solved in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded , 

Ordered, That a committee of three members be 
appointed to superintend the engrossment of the con- 
stitution; the arrangement of the séveral articles and 
sections; and the correction of the language thereof. 

And Mr, Poindexter, Mr. Simpson and Mr. Leake 
were appointed accordingly. 

Mr. Leake moved, and was seconded, that when the 
convention dees adjourn, it will adjourn till 2 o’clock 
on Tuesday next. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
rrined in the negative, 

Mr. Rankin moved, and was seconded, that when 
the convention adjourns, it will adjourn till Tuesda 
next. 

_ And the question thereon being put, it was resolved 
in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Pojndexter, and seconded, 

Resolved, That the members of the convention be 
allowed for their daily allowance four dollars, and four 
dollars for every twenty miles travelling to and from 
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the town of Washington to the places of ilitit respec! 
tive residence—and that the President of the conven- 
tion be allowed for his services the sum of. eight dol- 
lars for each day’s attendance on the convention—and 


that the Secretary of the convention be allowed seven. __ 


and one half dollars per day for his services—the as- 
sistant Secretary seven and one half dollars per day for 
his services—and the door-keeper three dollars per day 
for his services—and the assistant door-keeper two 
dollars per day for his services; and also, 

esolved, That the President shall sign a warrant 
for such sums as may be allowed under the preceding 
resolution to the members of the convention and: the 
odicers t:ereof; and also for the contingent expenses 
of the session, directed to the territorial treasu-er; and 
that the same shall be a good and sufficient voucher to 
said treasurer for the payment of the sums therein 
specified.” 

On motion of Mr. Taylor, and seconded, 

Ordered, That Mr. Brandon be excused from his 
_ attendance on the convention for the remainder of the 
Session. 

On motion of Mr. Burton, and seconded, 

Ordered, That Mr. Dickson have leave of absence 
for the remainder of the session. 

On motion of Mr. Clark, and seconded, 

Resolved, That theabsent members at the signing 
of the constitution now to be agreed upon, may sign 
the same by proxy. 

On motion of Mr. Leake, and seconded, 

Ordered, That Mr. Glass have leave of aksence far 


the remainder of the session, ' 
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On motion of Mr. Clark, and seconded, 

Ordered, That Mr. Batchelor have leave of absence 
for the remainder of the session. 

And then the convention adjourned till Tuesday 
next, 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 12, 1817. 
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 


On motion of Mr. Hanna, and seconded, 
Ordered, That Mr. King have leave of absence for 
the remainder of the session. 


On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded, the 

following resolutions were adopted : 
_ “Resolved, That the Secretary -of the convention 
be directed to have printed eight hundred copies of 
the constitution, and distribute the same among the re- 
spective counties according to the number of repre- 
sentatives from each,” 

“Resolved, That the President of the convention 
be, and he is hereby requested to transmit one copy of 
the constitution to the President of the United States; 
one copy to the President of the Senate, and one copy 
to the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and 
that he addressa suitable letter to them on the occa- 
sion.” 

& Resolved, That the different amendments reported 
by the committee of the whole be printed at the end 
of .the journal ‘of the convention, whether such amend- 
ments woe agreed to or not.” 
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On-motion of Mr, Lattimore, and seconded, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were adopted: 


“Resolved, That a committee of five members be 
appointed to prepare for the consideration of the con- 
vention, an address to the President of the United 
States relative to the extinguishment of Indian claims 
to lands within this State.” 

And Messrs, Lattimore, Runnels, Minton, Torrence. 
and Downs were appointed. 

“Resolved, That a committee of five members be 
appointed to prepare for the consideration of the con- 
vention, a memorial to the Congress of the United 
States, relative to an adjustment of the claims derived 
from British grants to lands above the 31st degree of 
latitnde; and also relative to a confirmation of the 
claims to lands below the 31st degree of latitude, 
within this State.” 


And Messrs, Lattimore, Clark, J ourdan, Taylor and 
Johnson, were appointed. 

Mr. Poindexizr, from the committee appointed to 
superintend the engrossment of the constitution re- 
ported, that the committee had performed that service. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded, the 
engrossed constitution was read the third time. 

Mr. Turner moved,and was seconded, to strike out 
the 11th section under the 6th article—general provis- 
ions, 

And the question thereon being taken, it was deter- 
mined in the negative. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the — 
epnstitution. : 
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And the question being taken thereon, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. £ 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded, 

Ordered, That the same committee appointed to 
superintend the engrossment of the constitution, su- 
perintend the enrolling thereof. 


: And then the convention adjourned till to-morrow 
8 o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13, 1817. . 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 


Mr. Poindexter, from the committee appointed to 
draft a petition to the Congress of the United States, 
praying for an extension of the eastern limits of the 
State of Mississippi, made a report, which was read.. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded, 

Resolved, That the convention will now proceed 
to consider the said report. 

Mr. Simpson moved, and was seconded, that the 
said memorial do lie on the table. ’ 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirinative. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, the convention re- 
sumed the consideration of the said memorial. 

Mr. Poindexter moved, and was seconded, that the 
convention do concur in the report of the said commit- 
tee. : 
Mr. West moved, and was seconded, that he be ex- 
cused from voting on this question. 
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And the question being put, it was determined in 
the negative. l 

The question then recurred on concurring in the 
report of the said committee. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 

The yeas and nays being called for by two members 
present, those who voted in the affirmative are 

Mr. President, Messrs, Burnet, (of Claiborne) Balch, 
Burton, Buraet, (of Hancock) Bilbo, Davis, Downs, 
Gray, Hanna, Johnson, Jourdan, Knox, Leake, Mead, 
Minton, M’Laughlin, M’Kay, M’Rea, M’Leod, 
M’Nabb, Patton, Poindexter, Rankin, Runnels, 
Simpson, Sessions, Scott, Taylor, Torrence, Williams 
=l. ' 

Those who voted in the negative are 

Messrs. Lattimore and West—2. 

And then the convention adjourned till to-morrow. 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 1817. 


The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded, 

Ordered, That when this convention adjourns it 
will adjourn till 6 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
solved in the affirmative. i 

Aad then the convention adjourned till 6 o’clack 
to-morrow morning. 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 15, 1817. 


~- The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Poindexter, from the committee appointed to 
superintend the enrolling of the constitution reported, 
that the committee had examined the enrolled consti- 
tution; and that the same is truly enrolled. 

Mr. Lattimore moved, and was seconded, that the 
gaid report do lic on the table, 

Ard the questicn thereon being taken, it was de- 
fermined in the negative. 

Mr. Runnels moved, and was seconded, that the 
constitution, 4s enrolled, be read before the members 
do?sign the same. 

And the question thereon being taken, it was re- 
Solved in the affirmative. 

And the constitution being read, the following 
members signed the same—to-wit: 

David Holmes, President of the convention, and 
delegate from Adams county. 

Adams county—Josiah Simpson, James C. Wilkins, 
John Steel, John Taylor, Joseph Sessions, Edward 
Turner, Christopher Rankin. f 

Jefferson county—Cowles Mead, Hezekiah J. Balch, 
Joseph E. Davis. 

Claiborne county—W alter Leake, Thomas Barnes, 
Daniel Burnet, Joshua G. Clark. 

Warren county—Henry D. Downs, Andrew Glass. 

Franklin county—James Knox. 

Wilkinson county—George Poindexter, Daniel Wil- 
liams, Abram M. Scott, Joseph Johnson, Gerard C. 
Brandon, Joha Joor. 
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Amité county—Wiliam Lattimore, Henry Hanna, 
Thomas Torrence, John Burton, Thomas Batchelor, 
Angus Wilkinson. 

Pike county—Wm, J. Minton, James Y. M’Nabb, 
David Dickson. 

Lawrencecounty-HarmonRunnels,GeorgeW.King. 

Marion county—Dougal M’Laughlin, John Ford. 

iancock county—Noel Jourdan, Amos Burnet. 

Wayne county—James Patton, Clinch Gray: 

Greene county—Laughl.n M’Kay, John M'Rae. 

Jackson county—John M'Leod, Thomas Bilbo. 

Attest, 

LGUIS WINSTON. 
©n motion of Mt: Poindexter, and seconded, 
“Resolied, That the Secretary, under the directicti 

of the President of the convention, be, and he is 

hereby authorized to setile the account of Peter Isler 
for printing done for the convention; aħd to grant to 
hii a warrant for the amount, payable out of any mo- 
ney in thetreasury of this State, not otherwise appro- 
priated.” 

Mr. Lattimore, from the committee appointed to 
draft a memorial to Congress in relation to British 
claims to lands lying above, and the claims being be- 
low the 31st degree of dnfitade 1 in this State, made a 
report, which was read. 

On motion of Mr, Lattimore, and seconded, 

Resolved, That the convention will now consider 
the said report. __ 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, and seconded, that 
the convention do concur in said report. 
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_ And the question thereon being taken, it was re» 
solved in the affirmative, 

Mr. Lattimore, from the committee appointed to 
draft an address to the President of the United States 
on the subject of Indian claims to lands lying within 
this State, made a report, which was read, 

On motion of Mr. Lattimore, and seconded, 

Resolved, That the convention will now consider 
the said report. 

On motion of Mr, Poindexter, and seconded, that 
the convention do concur in said report. 

And the question thereon being taken, ıt was re- 
solved in the affirmative. 


On motion of Mr. Lattimore, 
t Resolved, Thatthe President of this convention 


deliver or transmit the said address and memorial to 
the Senators and Representative to be elected from 
this State to the Congress of the United States.” 


On motion of Mr. Turner, 
“Resolved, That the Secretary of the convention 


beallowed the sum of seventy-five dollars for copying 
the constitution and journals for the printer.” 

On motion of Mr. Turner, 

‘Resolved, That the Secretary cause the public 
tables, chairs, &c. to be conveyed to Natchez and de- 
posited in the City Hall for safe keeping until the 
meeting of the general assembly.” 


On motion of Mr. Mead, and seconded, 
& Resolved, That the President. of this convention 


be authorized and required to draw on the treasurer of 
the territorial treasury for one hundred dollars, to be 
paid over to the trustees of the methodist meeting; 
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‘touse in the town of Washington, as a compensation 
for the time it has been occupied by the convention.” 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, the following reso- 
tution was unanimously adopted: 

& Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be 
presented to David Holines, President thereof, for the 
dignity, ability, and impartiality, with which he has 
discharged the arduous dutiesof the chair.” | 

Whereupon—Mr., President delivered the following 
address—to-wit: 

“I thank you, gentlemen, for your kind and indul- 
gent expressions respecting the manner in which I 
have discharged the dutiés of the chair, In entering 
upon them, I declared my determination, to act faith- 
fully and according to the best dictates of my judg- 
ment—now that our labors have drawn to a close, 
your approbation of my conduct is the greatest grati- 
fication I can receive. 

“We have been engaged, fellow C izens, in an ar- 
duous and an important duty.—This constitution, the 
result of our deliberations, I trust will hand down to 
posterity, unimpaired, thos great principles of free- 
dom which the world admires, and which Americans 
revere, es 

“Accept, gentlemen, my best wishes for your indi- 
vidual prosperity and happiness.” 

On motion of Mr. Poindexier, and seconded, 

Ordered, That this convention do now adjourn 
sine die, 

ATTEST, 
L(CUIS WINSTON, 
” Secretary of the Convention, 
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